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GENERAL REMARKS 


On the EVIDENCE given upon the memorable 


T RIA 


MART SOUIRES, 


AND 


 ELIZABETHCANMNING; 


The latter of which 1 Sentence of TRANSPORTATION 
for Perjury, on Thurſday May 30, with a Liſt of the Gen- 
tlemen for and againſt the Mitigation of the Sentence. 


Fully explaining 
The many Abſurdities, Inconſiſtencies, and Contra- 
dictions 1 in the Depoſitions of the Witneſſes. 

| THE. 


Acquittal of the AnnoTsBury Men from the Charge of 
Perjury; v with Counſellor Dav's Speech on that Occaſion. 


TR R- 


Whole Courſe of this myſterious Affair mac from 


its Original, and ſet in a true Light. 


Impartially conſidered by a Lover c of TRUTH. 


To which is prefixed, 


The Eſfgies of MARY SOUIRES, and 
ELIZABETH CANNING. 
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WITH 


R E M A R K 8 


VVV 
Evidence given upon the memorable 
TRIALS of Mary SquIRES and 

ELIZABETH CANNING, | 


HOEVER ſeriouſly and impartially con- 
ſiders the long Conteſt between Canning and 
the Eipſey, and the clear and determinate 
Opinions of Lawyers, Judges and Juries 
upon the Caſe, muſt be aſtoniſhed when he 
ſees fuch a Number of People ftill uhcon- 


vinced. To what can this unaccountable Diſpoſition be 
- owing, but to a perverſe Obſtinacy in ſome Minds, who 


being once prejudiced in Favour of an Opinion, imagine it 


would fhew a Weakneſs in their Underſtanding to relinquiſh 
or give it up? Whereas the Mind that is moſt open to 
Conviction, candidly weighs every Argument that ariſes 


from a fair State of the Caſe between the contending Par- 
ties, and is then moſt likely to be the beſt informed of the 
Truth; a Man ſincerely deſirous of ſearching the Truth, 
will ſuſpend his Judgment till he has heard the full Evi- 
dence. on both Sides, and then determine as Reaſon and 
2 fhall direct him. Tis a cool and diſpaſſionate 
xamination of Facts that convinces the Underſtanding; 
Violence, Clamour and Outrage, ſerve only to blacken the 
Cauſe, or at leaſt, render it ſuſpicious. Now, in order 
to form a right Judgment of this intricate Affair, which 
has puzzled and bewildered the Intellects of Multitudes of 
tis Majeſty's good Subjects, it is neceſſary to take a Re- 


view of all the Proceedings * have been had, for and 


againſt 


— Ee GE — — —ettns 


2 A Narrative of the Proceedings on the Trials 
againſt this poor, ſimple Girl, and this cunning old Gip- 
fey. To which Purpoſe, I ſhall give a true and faithful 
Summary of the ſeveral Trials, and the moſt material Oc- 
' Curences 1725 have _—_— in Conſequence of the In- 
| dictments found againſt all and every the Perſons that have 
deen proſecuted, .as well for the ſuppoſed Robbery as for 
| the Perjuries enſuant thereupon, together with ſuch pertinent 


1 Remarks as the Nature of the Evidence ſhall ſuggeſt. The 
1 5 Trial was that of the Gipſey and Wells, of which the 
1 following is an exact Account. Fg 
1 MART SOUFRES,” and Suſannah Wells, were 
bi indited ; the Firſt, for that ſhe, on the 2d of Fanuary, 


1753, in the Houſe of Suſannah Wells, Widow, on Eliza- 
beth "Canning, Spinſter, did make an Aſſault, putting her in 
corporal Fear and Danger of her Life, one Pair of Stays, 
Value: 10s. from her Perſon did fteal, take, and carry 
away. 1 4 

AND the Latter, for that ſhe well knowing that the ſaid: 
Mary Squires to have committed the Felony aforeſaid, the 
ſaid Mary did then and there feloniouſly receive, harbour, 

comfort, conceal and maintain againſt his Majeſty's Peace, 

and the Form of the Statute. De | 2 6 
ELIZABETH CANNING, the Proſecutrix, de- 

poſed, that on the 1ſt of January, ſhe had been to ſee her 

Uncle and Aunt at Saltpetre Bank. Thar ſhe ſet out from 
Home about 11 in the Forenoon, and ſtayed with them 
till about nine at Night, and that they came with her as far 

as Alagate where they parted.She then went down 65” 2h 5 
and over Moor fields by Bedlam Wall, where two luſty Men, 
both in great Coats, laid hold of her, one on each Side, 

g and without ſpeaking a Word, took half a Guinea in a lit- 

tle Box, and three Shillings that were looſe, out of her 

Pocket. The Man on her right Hand took her Gown, 

4 Apron, and Hat, folded them up, and put em in his great 

ö Coat Pocket. Upon which ſhe ſcreaming out, he put a 
$ 


= 


| Handkerchief, or ſome ſuch Thing, to her Mouth. They 
then tied her Hands behind her, and one of them gave her 
x Blow on the Temples, ſaying, D——n you for a Bitch, 
well ds for you by and by. "The Blow ſtunn'd her and 


* * 4 op” G 
6 * 2 I OY * 


1 threw her into a Convulſion Fit, to which ſhe had been 
1 ſubject for four Vears. When ſhe recovered from her Fit, 
{| _ * ſhe found lwrſelf by a large Road, where was Water, with 

F the two Men that had robb'd her, and in about _ an 
if 5 8 Hour 


1 2 
F Many Squires, and Fs, Cam 3 


Hour afterwards they brought her to Mell's Houle, which 
the imagines was about four o'Clock in the Morning. The 
lugg'd her along, and ſaid, You Bitch why. dont you ak 
faſter ? One had hold on the right Arm and the. "other an 
her left, and fo pulled her along. While her Fit la 85 

the believed they 9 her an "A her 2 


$3% @#% 


in Mary _ took 7 7 2 the. fa, wit AT 5 | 
the 


Gipley — not 05. what ſhe meant by going hee. . 
. Squires then went and took a Knife out of a Dreſſer DOE. 
cut the Lace of her Stays, and took them from her ; and 
Canning ſeeing her take the Knife thought ſhe was going to 
cut her Throat. Squires looking at her Petticoat, fad 
You Bitch you nay keep that, it is not worth much, and gave 
her a Slap on the Face. After that ſhe puſhed her out pf 
the Kitchen up Stairs into a Hayloſt, and ſhut to the Dogr 
as ſoon as ſhe was up, telling her at the ſame Time, Ihat 
if ever ſhe heard her ſtir or move, or any Thing, ſhe wauld | 
cut her Throat. 

WEN Daylight appeared, 8 ſhe could ſee about the 
Room, ſhe obſerved a Fire- place and a Grate in it, hut no 
Bed nor Bedſtead, nor any Thing to lie upon but Hay; 
there was likewiſe a black Pitcher not quite full of Water, 
and about four and twenty Pieces of Bread, the Qugntity 
of about a Quartern Toaks befides which the had in ; 
Pocket a Penny Minc'd-pie, which ſhe had bought, that 

Day to carry home to her Brother. In which Room ſhe 
continued four Weeks all but a few Hours; during which 
Time ſhe ſaw Nobody, except on the ¶edusſday before the - 
came away, ſhe;.obſerv'd Somebody look through the 
Crack of the Door, but knew not who, it was. She made 
no Attempt during her Confinement to make her Eſcape, - 
neither had fhe” any Thing to ſubſiſt upon all that Time, 
but the Pieces of ＋ Pie, and Pitcher of Waten. 
Wu ſhe had been confined: there four W [ecks all by t 
a few Hours, ſhe got out about four o Clock in the As 
noon on a Monday, by F down a Board that was 
0 


Put to her ; particularly, How long the two 


4 A Narrative of the Proceedings on the TRrtars 
Tiled up at the Inſide of a Window. Her Manner of 
getting through the Hole was, ſhe firſt thruſt her Head out, 
kept ſt hold, by the Wall, then got her Body out, and turn- 
ing herſelf round, jump'd down, from the Height of about 
eight or ten Feet, into a little narrow Place by a Lane 
with a Field behind it; and it being a ſoft clay Ground, 
catch'd no Hurt by the Fall. Being aſked, what ſhe did 
for Cloathing, ſaid, ſhe took an old fort of a Bed- 
gon, and a Handkerchief that were in the Hayloft and 
lay in a Grate in the Chimney. She had made her Ear 
bleed in getting out, and having tied the Handkerchief 
over her Head inſtead of a Cap, Jad made it very bloody. 
BEING on the Ground, ſhe ſaw Nobody, and goin 
on the backſide of the Houſe, walked up a Lane, 1 
crxoſſed over a little Brook into the Fields, which ſhe paſſed 
over, but how many ſhe knows not, and by a Path-way 
came to the Roa te, and by the Road went ſtrait to Lon- 
un: She called at no Houſe, and when ſhe came into 
sor fields ſhe heard the Clock ſtrike Ten, and in about a 
Quarter of an Hour after, got home to her Mother's in 
_ * Aldermunbury; The firſt Perſon ſhe' ſaw on her coming 
Home, was the Apprentice, then her Mother and the 
Children, and her Mother fell directly into a Fit. Soon 
after came in Mrs. Woodtoard, to whom ſhe related in what 
Manner ſhe had. lived upon Bread and Water. Mrs. 
Woodward was fo afflicted, that ſhe could not aſk'her mary 
"Queſtions. Then Mr. Vintlebury came in, to whom ſhe 
had been a Servant before ſhe lived with Mr. Lyan. He 
took her by the Hand, and aſked her where ſhe had been. 
She told him in the 'Hertfordfbire Road; which ſhe knew, 
by feeing her Miſtreſs's Coachman go by, with whom 
me uſed to go into the n and 
that the knew it to be the fame Coach, having uſed to 
carry Things to, and fetch them from it. Then other 
les came in, to whom ſhe gave an Account of the 
u 
Bring aſked, what Things ſhe ſaw in the Haylo 
fwered, a Barrel, a Sada 
Mould, e TO SRD | 
O her Croſs-examination ſhe was aſked, how long 
thoſe two Men continued with her in Aorfields. She re- 
plied, about half an Hour. Many other Queſtions were 
n ſtaid in 


| „an- 
le, a Baſon, and a Tobacco- 


of Water, and the Manner of her 8 out. 


=_ of MARY Squires, and EL Iz, Cayning. 3 5. 
f the Room? She ſaid, they ſtaid no longer than till they ſaw 
per Stays cut off; and went away before ſhe was put up in 


the Hayloft. To other Queſtions put to her Fang Court, 
t ihne anſwered, That ſhe had never been that Way before; 


e 1 that on the Road ſhe aſked People ſhe met the Way to Lon- 
, -. don; that the Reaſon of her not going into any Houſe to 
d make known her deplorable Condition, was, for Fear of 
* > meeting ſomebody that belong'd to the Houſe where ſhe 
d "7 was confined ; that ſhe never ſaw Well all the Time ſhe 
r b was there; that ſhe had no' Fits while ſhe was in the 
f BW Room, but was fainting and ſick; that ſhe once puſhed 
. ale gainſt the Door, with her Hand, but found it faſt; that 
3 ſometimes ſhe heard a Blowing of the Fire, and People 
paſſing in and out; in another Room ſhe heard a Noiſe at 
ö Night, but the Houſe was very quiet in the Day-time; that 
the had eat all her Bread on the Friday before ſhe got 
o0iut, and it being hard, ſhe ſoak'd it in the Water, and 
bh that ſhe drank all the Water about half an Hour hefore ſhe 
'Z got out of the Room. 3 NY 
; O being aſked, where ſhe did her Occaſions while in 
bb the Room, anſwered, that fhe never had any Stool during . 
her Confinement, and had only made Water. „ 
=. Þ_ - Bay ; Ri M MRS 3 Hoe; 8 
9 1. IT does not ſufficiently appear what Motive induced 
> theſe Men to carry this Girl ſuch a Length of Way in the 
BA darkeſt Part of a Winter's Night. 
"© 2. NEITYRER is it probable that they ſhould'be able to 
.f do it, as ſhe was almoſt all the Time in a Fit, which muſt 
3 1 occaſion them an infinite deal of Trouble, either by her 
n cConvulſtve * 5 or being like a lifeleſs inſenſible 
GW Corpſe; muſt be a conſtant dead Weight upon their 
os Hande. u + inte ny NR 
WM 2. TEE Gipſey does not appear to have had any ra- 
= tional Motive for uſing the Girl in the Manner Perg 
t. £0; for her Behaviour was quite inconſiſtent with an 
1 1 . Deſign to make her a Proſtitute, or to increaſe the Fami 
* df Gipſeys, much leſs to murder ner. 
44. Ir is in the higheſt Degree improbable not to ſay im- 
poſſible, that Canning ſhould ſurvive ſuch Uſage, and all 
the Terrors it muſt have occaſioned, or that ſhe ſhould be 
1 alive with no other Suſtenance than what the has des 
C yy Eo 7 , 4 1 V a * 
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6 4 Narrative # the Proceedi ings. on e Ta [AL $ 


5s, N OR. is it very credible, that ſhe ſhould lengthen out 
1 ſmall n ſo as to Proportion it to laſt ulbwithin 


"two l ays of her Eſcape. 

6. IT difficult to imagine, 15 95 Od: ſuch 
A Waſte of Bread i in the Houſe, as to amount to the Quan- 

tity of a Quartern Loaf, ſince the whole Family gonſiſted 
Dut of two Perſons, Welli and her Lodger Hall; unleſs we 
can ſuppoſe, that the Gipſey carried ſuch a Number of dry 
Cruſts in her Wallet; > but Lam apt to think they were too 
hard for her poor old Stumps to grind. - 

7. IN her Evidence before * ury, ſhe ſwears, that ſhe 

1 al the Bread on the Friday before ſhe erer it, but did 
not drink all the Water till within, half an — of her 
Eſcape: Vet in het dera before Juſtice Fielding, ſhe 
deeclares, e on Friday the 26th: of January, the con- 
fumed all the, aforeſaid read and i) ater, and continued 
without haying any Thing to cat or drink, until the) Mon. 
. day following, —_ ſhe made her Eſcape: - 


8. THERE appears no Reaſon why ſhe 9 not make | 


that Eſcape the firſt or ſecond Night, v which ſhe accompliſh- 
after a Month's Confinement. 


. In hex firſt Examination 5 . ſitting Alderman, 


ſhe deſcribed the Place where the was confined, to be 2a 
ark Rooin; in which ſhe laid upon Boards ; that there was 
ain in · it but a rate, with; Gown it in, and a few 

ictures over the Chimney; from which ſhe made her Eſ- 


cape: by forcing, down: ſome! Brards, through the Cracis of 
which diſcoyered the Face of a Coachman whom ſhe | 


new. But they who have ſeen the Room afſirm, it is ſo 

2 being dark, that thete were two Windows in it, wide 

for her to get through, without being at the Trouble 

7 In ing dnwn Boards; and from whence ſhe might have 

een the Coachman without _ training her Eyes to peep 

[5 the W There was neither Grate nor 

A ay nor.could. the former have been there of a your 
for the whole Extent of the Chimney. was covere 

vj a bo ay Yet there was what ſhe muſt have ſeen 

15 05 her long Reſidence there, namely, a Caſement over 

imney;p Cheſt of Drawers of an uncommon Faſhion, 

Ter wed 2 x my os 2 —.— in the ne for: — Jack- 

ine t abe ſęen eve 10 at was 

Jone i in e ien er Holes A . — the 

Floor, 9 the Edge of the Boards were rotted away. 

| : However, | 


of Mary SquiRss, and ELIz. CANNING: 7 
However, after ſhe had ſeen the Place, when her Friends 


2 had conveyed her thither to take up Wells and the Gipſey, 
ut. ſhe found ſeveral other Particulars which ſhe omitted at 
928 her Examination before the Aldeman. | 
. 10. IT is evident that Canning, at her Examination be- 
ch fore the ſitting Alderman, knew nothing of the Gipſey, nor 
N- did then mention her, for ſhe poſitively ſwore to her being 
ed robbed and confined by Mother Nells; and accordinely a. 
ve Warrant was granted for the apprehending Mother Wells 
ry only. For the Truth of which I appeal to the original War- 
0 rant granted by Alderman Chiti, a Copy of which here 
1 follows. | 4 8 3 N ot 
id To all Conftables, and others his Majeſty's Officers. 
2 | of the Peace, whom. theſe may concern. 
jp Lenden THESE are in his Majeſty's Name, to com- 
3 to wit. 1 mand you and every of you, upon Sight here- 

of, to take and bring before me, or ſome other of his Ma- 
* jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid City and Liberties, 

: the Body of a Perſon that goes by the Name of Mother Wells, 

: and lives at Endfield Waſh. in the County of Middleſex, of 
whom you ſhall have Notice, to anſwer to all ſuch Mat- 

M = ters and Things, as on his Majeſty's Behalf ſhall be 
> objected againſt her by Elixabeth Canning, 3 al- 
faulting her, and ſtripping her of a Pair of Stays, Value 

. 208. and upwards, her Property, afterwards forcibly de- 

p + taining her in a Room in her Houſe, and there keeping her 
with Bread and Water, for upwards of three Weeks, from 
5 XZ whence ſhe made her Eſcape, as Oath hath been made 
e thereof before me. Hereof fail not at your Peril. Given 
„ under my Hand and Seal, this 31ſt Day of January in the 
2 Þ Year of our Lord 1753. | g 
5 1 „  TromMas Chir. 


* Tuts Warrant was back'd by William Withers, Eſq:; 
5 WH 2 Juſtice of the Peace for the County of 1Z:4dleſex, in the 
—_—— Form following. Le | p 


0 , 0" att Confrabits, 66, 5 > 

4 3 Atiddlsſex I ET the within the Warrant be executed in 

60 9 to wit. this County, if the within deſcribed Perſon, 
1 N ce „ „% 88 aro er — who = 
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8 AJ Narrative of the Proceedings on the Tx ALS. 
who goes by the Name of Mother Wells, be found there- 
in. Given under my Hand and Seal the 31ſt Day of 
January, 1753. 


. Houſe at all till ſbe went | | 
one wou'd think, to ſhake the Credit of this Girl's Evi- 


—— — > | RIES — — nn 


WILLIAM WIrnERS. 


Bur, however it was, when Canning and her Friends 
came the next Day to execute the Wartant upon Mother 
Wells, and the People in the Houſe were brought before 
the Girl for her to find out the Criminal, ſhe happened, 

ſome ſtrange Fatality, to pitch upon Mary Squires the 

ipſey ; who accordingly was committed by Juſt 
maker to New-Priſon, By the Rob- bery, &:. and Suſan- 
nah Wells to Bridewell, for. aiding, abetting and com- 
forting the ſaid Squires in the ſaid Robbery. | 

ALL this duly weighed and conſidered, and. likewiſe 
compared with what Canning ſwore upon the Trial of the 
Gipſey, viz. That ſhe e e Mother Wells in the 


afterwards, is enough, 


dence in the Opinion of every impartial thinking Man. 


W come now to Virtue Hall, who being ſworn, de- 
poſed as follows, viz. That ſhe knew the two Priſoners at 
the Bar; that Weils lived at Enfield Maſb, and that ſhe 


lived with her as a Lodger ; Mary Squires lodged in the 
ſame Houſe, and had been there about ſeven or eight 
Weeks, and about a Fortnight before Canning was brought 
in, which was the 2d of January about four in the Morn- 
ing, by two Men, John Squires was one of them, Son of 

ary Squires, the other Man ſhe knew nothing of, having 
never ſeen him before. Canning had no Gown on, nor 
Hat, nor Apron. There were in the Houſe at that 


Time Mary Squires the Priſoner, her Daughter, the Gip- 


ſey-man, and herſelf, The Gipſey-man ſaid, Mother, I 
have brought you a 'Girl, do you take her. Upon which 
Squires aſked her, whether ſhe would go their Way, mean- 
ing, to turn Whore. Being aſked, whether ſhe ſpoke this 


by way of Explanation, or as Words the Gip/ey ſaid? 


anſwered, as Words that ſhe ſaid. Then Squires took 


a Knife out of the Dreſſer Drawer and ripped the 


Lace of her 13 pulled them off, and hung them on 
the Back of a Chair, and puſhing her up into the Room, 


ſgid, D -n you, go up there then if you pleaſe, Then the 
Man who came = with the Gipley's Son, took off Can- 


ning's Cap, and went out of Door with it, and John at 
| | too 


ice Tyſh- 


OPT, 


F 
1 
- 8 . — * 2 


PPP 
„ 
I 
. 


SY 
5 


* 


you 
1 
Fear it ſhould be known. 


fur Hall ſwears, 


MARY Squires, and Er1z. CANNING. 9 
took the Stays off the Chair, and went out with them ; 


this was after Canning was puſhed up into the Room. 


As to the Room, ſhe ſaid, ſhe knew it very well, that 


| it was called the Workſhop, where they put their Lumber, 


that there was a great deal of Hay in it, and many Pieces 
.of Wood, a Tobacco Mould, and a black Jugg which 
Mary Squires filled with Water, and put there about three 
Hours after the young Woman was carried up. - 
Wu ſhe left the Kitchen and went into the Par- 
lour, Fells faid, Virtue Hall, the Gipſey-man came in 
and told me, that his Mother had cut the Stays off the 
ng Woman's Back, and had got them, and ſhe bid her 
) not to ſay any Thing to make a Clack of it, for 


SHE faid farther, that ſhe had been in the Houſe a 


Quarter of a Year, and was there the whole Time Can- 


-zing was confined, but never-ſaw her after ſhe was put into 
that Room, and was the firſt that miſſed her; and upon 
.aſking the Gipſey, whether the Girl was gone, ſhe anſwer- 
ed, what is that to you, you have no Buſineſs with it; fo 


% 


the durſt not go ſee, fearing if ſhe had, they would have 


ferved her ſo too. | * 
SHE was then aſked, who lodged in the Houſe? She re- 
e herſelf went there as a - 


plied, Fortune Natus ; and that 


_ Lodger, but was forced to do as they would have her, and 


was there at the Time when ſhe, Squrres, and the reſt of 
them were taken up ; but never ſaw the Cap and Bed-gown 
which were then ſhewed her in Court. 1 


REMARKS. 


Z ; 1. CANNIN G, in her Evidence, ſwears, that the 


Men ſtaid no longer than till they ſaw her Stays cut off, 
and then went away, before ſhe was put in the Loft. Vir. 
thin Canning was up in the Room when 
the Men took away her Stays and Cap 
2. Ur ox Canning's ſwearing, that when the Gipſey aſked 
her, whether he choſe to go their Way, and ſhe anſwering na, 
che Court demanded, if the Gipſey explained to her what 
ſhe meant by going their Way, ſhe replied no. Virtus Hall, 
reciting the ſame Paſſage, was aſked by the Court, what 


the Gipſey meant by thoſe Words? She meant, Anſwered 


_ tioned 


/ 


Flall, te turn M here. She = again aſked, if ſhe men- 
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tioned this by Way of Explanation, . or as Words the 


Gipſey ſaid ? ſhe reply d, as Words, the Gipſey ſaid. In - 


"theſe Inſtances the Reader will obſerve a manifeſt Con- 


tradition. | 


3. SHE declares likewiſe, that ſhe had lived with Wells 
as a Lodger for a Quarter of a Year and upwards, and had 
been induced to conform to the Cuſtoms of the Houſe, 
bad as they were; and it does not appear, that ſhe har- 
boured any Animoſity either againſt Wells or the Gipſey; 
and therefore it is hard to aſſign a Reaſon for her ſwearing 


- "againſt either of them. And this will ſtill appear more dif- 


ficult to account for, when we conſider, 


4. THAT when ſhe was carried before Tuſtice Ty/bmaker, | 


ſhe ſtoutly denied, that ſhe ever ſaw Canning before ſhe and 
her Friends came down with a Warrant to take them all 
up; and affirmed that no ſuch Robbery was committed in 
that Houſe fince ſhe had lived in it; upon which ſhe was 
diſcharged: and went Home. © © © 5 

5. WHEN ſhe was brought before Juſtice Fielding on a 
Warrant he had iſſued out againſt her, ſhe reſolutely per- 
ſiſted in her former Declaration, that ſne knew nothing of 


the Robbery ſaid to be committed by the Gipſey on Can- 


ning, and never ſaw her till ſhe came down with her Friends 
as before-mentioned, and this ſhe poſitively Rood to for ſux 


Hours together, for ſo long the Juſtice had her under Exa- 


mination ; till at laſt, finding his Arguments could not 


prevail with her to confeſs any Thing to the Prejudice of 


Mother Hells, or the Gipſey; he plainly told her, he 
< would examine her no longer, but would commit her to 
© Priſon, and leave her to ſtand or fall by the Evidence that 
© ſhould be given againſt her, and at the ſame Time ad- 
c viſed'Mr. Salt to proſecute her as a Felon, together with 
< the Gipſey-woman ; upon which ſhe begged him to hear 
£ her once more, and ſaid ſhe would tell the Truth.“ 
Theſe are Mr. Fielding's own Words; and let the can- 
did and unprejudiced Reader judge whether the Horrors of a 
Jail with which ſhe was threaten'd, and the Terror of a Pro- 
ſecution for Felony, added to the Conſciouſneſs of her own - 
irregular Courſes, might not be too powerful Motives to 


ſecure her own Safety, though at the Expence of Truth? 
6. The Recantation of Virtue Hall, after the Conviction 


of the Gipſey, is another Weight thrown into the Scale 
againſt the Credibility of Canning's Story. What 1 


i 


| he had, and by what Means induced to retract her Evidence, = 


f Mary Squirts, and ELiz. CAN NIN. II 


1 


may deſerve ſome Conſideration. . 
© N. Tzeſday, March 6, 1753, in the Evening, Juſtice 


and confeſs herſelf forſworn at the Trial of Mary Squires, . 


fpeak the whole Truth. They granted her Requeſt, and 
Þ her that a Recantation of her Evidence ſhould not 


TI 

2 

c 1 
2 | 
77 4 „ 1 . MM , | 
before the Juſtice, and that no Perſon whatſoever had been 

confined in that Houſe, nor in any Room belonging to it, | 
and; that the whole Story of Canning s being robb d there is; 
E ˙ m ear es 
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His Lordſhip then aſked her, how ſhe came to ſwear to , 
ſuch a Number of Fallities, againſt the fo of a Perſon 
who had never had done her r any Injury? To this ſhe gave a 
plain and direct Anſwer, that the was terrified into it. = 

THe next Day his Lordſhip ſent for her again, and de- 
manded of her in the moſt ſolemn Matiner, Whether what 
95 had declared the Day before was true, or whether 

what ſhe depoſed at the Trial were fo? To which ſhe _ 
anſwered, That what the had laſt declared was the Truth, 
0 that all ſhe had ſworn upon the Trial was falſe. "A 
ae T. longer any Awe or Dread upon her Spirits, ſne 
| That ſhe had always given the ſame Account to 
2 Perſon that had the lden to aſk her any Queſtions 
about it; and proteſted, that ſhe wou not have ſworn ; 
| F ſhe not been frightened into it. 70 
HEN his Lordſhip was thoroughly fatiafied that Vir 
tue Hall had made an . S ag Colltefton, he ordered 
Elizabeth Canning to be brought in and confronted with her. 
Hall repeated, with great Commpalurs' to her Face, what 
ſhe had before declared to his Lordſhip; adding, that While 
the kept the Secret of her Perjury to, he elf, ſhe had no 
Peace nor Reſt, but that her Mind Was perfetly at Eaſe, 
fince ſhe had diſcovered * 

CANNING was then dlowed to aſk her any 
tions ſhe thought proper; but as thoſe Queſtions were ta 4 
from the Evidence that Hall had before wen, the Regeti- 

tion is e a 
Lr us now return to the other Witneſſes b av 

their Evidence at the Trial of the Gipſey. Thomas e, 

| Gamiing's Uncle, depoſed, that on New- Yeat's Day, — 1 
dined and ſupped at his Houſe at Saltpetre Bant, and about” 

| nine in the Frening he and his Wife went along 79 n 5 

| to Founſditch, Were they parted \ with her abou t half 

ö Hour after nine o Clock. n 

"ELIZABETH: CANNING; the Mother, was 
then Form, ho depoſed, that. her Daughter was ni 
from New Year' 5547 73 that ſhe advertiſed her three 
Times; and that ſhe came home the Day before King 
Charles's Martrydom, about a Quarter after Len at Night, 

with nothing but a ragged Bed-gown and a Ca Fi mn 
Sight of her, ſhe fell into a Fit, Rh that her 

ſubje& to Fits, occaſioned by the Fall of a Gant ling 
on her Head, and is ſtill apt to fall into one on any Sur- 
Pilze, or if any ons ſpeaks — to her, and continues in 
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tobe hopped, cpecialy Mary Spiro LE 


Mak Squirzs, and Eliz. Canning. 13 
one three or four, and: ſometimes ſeven or eight Hours. 


When her Daughter. was put in a warm Bed, ſhe was very 


fick, and had- no free Paſſage through , her for Stool: or 


Urine, till ſhe was ſupply'd: with Gliſters, for ſeven W 
after ſhe came home, but what was forced by half a Cupful 


at a Time. 


TTT Join: Jintlebinry, who depoſed, 


that he.ſaw Canning the Night ſhe came home, when ſhe”. 
appeared in a very bad Condition; and aſking her where ſhe 


had been, ſhe ſaid upon the Hertfordſhire Road, becauſe. 
ſhe had ſeen that Coach go backwards and forward. She 


gave the ſame Account that Night, but not quite ſo fully, 
as ſhe did before the Sitting Alderman the J#2dneſday fol- 


lowing, but all agrees with what ſhe now ſaid. 


Fr BP AG ARKot i dot duc 
Ir has been ſhewn, that in the Information before 
Juſtioe Fielding, ſne varied in ſeveral Particulars from the 


Account the gavo to the Sitting Alderman, "eſpecially in her 


be of the Room where ſhe ſaid ſhe was con- 
FOSEPH ADAMS ON, the next Witneſs, 
ſwore, that he had known Etzabeth Canning the younger, 
for ſome} Years, but did not ſee her after -the' came home, 
till che Day that he andi ſeveral of his Neighbours, upon + 
Agreement, went to the Place. He was there about an 
Hour and a half before the reſt of the Company came, and 
ſecured the People he found there. He viewed the Room 


E * * 


before Canning was brought, and returning to meet her, 


aſked cher ſeveral Queſtions about it, and iſhe deſcribed it as 


an old odd ſort of a Room, with ſome Huy in it, and a 


Chimney. in one Corner of it. Heztook her out of the: 
Chaiſe, carried her into the Kitchen, ſet her on the Dreſſer, 
and ordered all the People to be braught to her, to ſee if 
1 and upon ſeeing Airy Squires, ſaid, 

foman that cut my:Stays .off an threatened to cut. 


ſaid this, Squires ſaid ta her, I hope yon 20 not ſcuear m 
Liſe atuay, far I neuer ſuu you. before... Canning then 
pointed to Virtue Hall and another young Woman, and 
{aid they were both in the Room at the \Time::ſhe: was 


brought in. Then, ſays he, we carried her up to . 
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the Houſe, but ſhe ſaid, none of the Rooms ſhe had ſcen 
was that wherein ſhe had been confined. Then. they took 

her into that Rcom, which ſhe ſaid was the ſame, only 
there was more Hay in it now than then; but this Witneſs 


laying his Hand upon it, ſaid it had been lately ſhook up 
and lay hollow. She being then pretty near a Caſement, he 


ſaid to her, If you have been fo long in this Room, doubt- 
leſs you are able to ſay what is to be ſeen through it. Up- 
on which ſhe deſcribed a Hill at a Diſtance, which is 
Chinkford- Hill ; and he believes ſhe could not ſee it at the 


Time he ſpoke, becauſe he ſtood between her and the Caſe- 
ment, with his Back to it. She added, there were ſome 


Houſes on the other Side of the Lane, and upon opening 


the Window, they ſaw them. She then ſhew'd them the 


Way where ſne got through by breaking down the Boards, 


and through which ſhe ſaw the Coach go by. They 


pulled down the Boards, and found the Hole big enough 
for this Witneſs to get out of, and it appeared to him ls 1 
the fame Window before ſne came to the Houſe, for he 
ſaw ſome of the Plaiſter broke off on the Outſide; that 
Window was one Story high. | b 


1 


men 


muy 


I. Ir has been obſerved, that ſome of thoſe: Gentle- 


men who went down to view the Nlace, after. ſhe hat 


given an Account of the Room, declared, that her Deſ- 


Ctiption of it did not in the leaſt agree with it; of which 


1 . 


as no longer «defenſible. ' + 


they were ſo well convinced, that they gave up her Cauſe, 
2. Oc E, who believ'd the Story, was ſo. eager to get 


Brdoßs of the Truth. of it, that h6: hurried dowhcbefore 


the reſt of the Company, and, after viewing the Place, 
rode back to meet her, and from the Circumſtances related 
of their Converſation, it is not difficult to imagine, that 
he aſked her, If there: was not Hay in the Room ? By wrhich 
lea ling Queſtion ſhe eaſily judged that there was, and ac- 
cyrdingly anſwer d in the Affirmitive. Immediately. he rides. 
back with triumphant. Huzzas, crying out, That they . were | 
all right yet 1 05 ſbe had ſaid now: that there was Huy in 
the Room. That is, after he had told her, in Effect, that 
there was; (he faid do; 5 os ho wk 08 Data og 
„Tux next Witneſs called, was Edward Lyon, who de- 
poſed, that:the ig Woman had: liv'd: with him as his. 
Sexvant till the Thaw ſhe- was mifling ; that he was _ 


f MARY SQUIRES, and ELiz. CANNING. 13 
| thoſe who went down to Wells Houſe on the firſt 
of February, that they were there ſome time before 
ſhe came, and had taken the People up. On her coming 
to the Houſe, ſhe was ſet upon a Dreſſer, and the People 
placed round her. He then ſaid to her, Bett, don't be 
frighted or uneaſy, you ſee your Friends about you; and 
on the other Hand, don't be too ſure, without you really 
can ſwear to what you ſay; therefore be very careful. She 
. pitched. upon Mary Squires to be the Perſon, who cut her 
Stays off, and ſaid that Sguires's Daughter and Virtue Hall 
were in the Kitchen at the ſame Time, but they did no- 
thing to her; the black Jugg was brought down, a Baſon, 
and a, Tobacco Mould, which ſhe ſaid were in the Room 
where ſhe was confined, and had deſcribed the Jugg before, 

and ſaid it was broken at the Mouth. TE I wes 


+R-E: MER MK; 
- THr1s Baſon was never mention'd by Canning, or any of 
her Witneſſes before.  _ | I 
ROBBERT SCAR RAT, being ſworn, depoſed, 
that he with others, went down to Endfield Waſh ; that 
the Night ſhe came home ſhe deſcribed the Fields and like- 
. wiſe a Brides near the Houſe ; he aſked her if ſhe obſerved 
.a Tanner's Houſe near? She ſaid, ſhe believed there was. 
HE was then aſked by the Court, if John Squires was in 
the Room when Canning pitched upon his Mother and the 
reſt? He ſaid he was, but the Girl could not ſwear to him, 
becauſe he had not his great Coat on, but had pulled it off 
ſince their coming in; ſhe ſaid he was like the Priſoner, 
but could not ſwear to him. When they were before the 
Juſtice, they made him put on his Great Coat, and then 
ſhe ſaid he looked more like one of the two Men that 
brought her there than he did before. „ 67 
_EDW ARD ROSSITER, another Witneſs, de- 
poſed, that he went down with the reſt, and heard Canning 
examined before Juſtice Ty/þ-mater, when ſhe gave the ſame 
Account as now; and that John Squires was like one of the 
Men when he had got his great Coat on; and that ſhe did 
not ſee. Wells in the Houſe, but once ſaw her out of a Win- 
dow, but did not know ſhe was the Woman that kept the 
CW 2 05 
CANNING, on the Trial, ſwore, ſhe never faw 
Mells at all during her whole Confinement, nor gave the 
„ 55 | | leaſt 


16 AA Narrative of the Proceedings on the TRIALS 
leaſt Hint, that ſhe had ſeen a Woman through the Win- 
dow, who ſhe ſince underſtood was Mrs. Jells. _ 
SUTHERTON BAKLER, Apothecary, depoſ- 
ed, that he attended her the Day after ſhe came home, and 
found her extremely weak and low, and could ſcarcely hear 
Her ſpeak, her Pulſe ſcarcely perceptible, and herſelf in cold 
Sweats. She told him the had no Paſſage through her during 
the whole Time of her Confinement, and was then in ſuch 'a 
Condition, that he preſcribed Glifters to be given her, one the 
ame Day, and ſeveral more afterwards, which in Time re 
WW „ 
Tux Court, being ſomewhat ſhock'd at the Strangeneſs 
of the Caſe, 'aſked him, If a Perſon extreme! y coſtive, 
could not ſubſiſt longer without Food, or with leſs, than a 
Perſon that was not ſo? He faid, he could not anfwer to 


| REMARKS. 

1. Dx. DOD, in his Phyſical Account of Canning's 
_ Caſe, mentions other Effects of her Faſting, namely, a 
great Conſumption of Body, a livid Blackneſs of the Skin, 
the Belly ſwelled, the Head heavy, an obſtinate Coſtive- 
neſs, and Want of other Evacuations. But the Apothecary 
tells us nothing of all this; which ſurely cannot be imput- 
ed to his Want of Diſcernment ; neither is it probable that 
he would conceal any Thing that could add to the Horror 
of the Tale, or inſpire Pity for the Sufferer, eſpecially on 
that Occaſion. It ſeems therefore much more credible, 
that the Girl made no other Complaints than what are 
mentioned by the Apothecary. But, 8 | 


2. Ir the ſeveral Symptoms here erte by the 1 


Doctor, did actually occur, how could a Perſon labouring 
under theſe accumulated Infirmities be carried, or be able 
to travel to Endfield-Haſh two Days after her Return from 
 rhence?, Her Friends ſeem to have had a different Opi- 
nion of her Weakneſs, or her Mother and another Woman 
would never have filled the covered Part of the Chaiſe, 
and placed her on a back Seat, expoſed to the Inclemency of 
the Weather, on the firſt of Ferbuary; had they ſet her on 
a Coach-box ſhe would not have been much more at Eaſe, 
23. Ir is well known, that a Gentleman of the Faculty 
who was conſulted on this Occaſion, adviſed to put her into 
St. Bartholomew's Hofpital, and got an Order for her Ad- 
miſſion, and to ſave her Friends the Expence, had pro- 
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Child, and was bred in the Farming Way at Fierton, ©. 


ef MARV Squints, and ELIZ. Canninc. 17 
cured a Chair to convey her there; but on the very Day 


that this was propoſed to be done, he was told they ha 


changed their Minds, and would not ſend her to any Hof- 
þital. But can any other Reaſon be aſſigned for refuſing 
this generous and humane Propoſal, but that ſhe apprehend- 
ed her Artifices would be detected? 3 


; Trvs far the Evidence for the Crown; and Mary 


| Squires was now called upon to make her Defence. Upon 


which the three Men from Abbot/bury appeared. The firſt 
was John Gibon, who depoſed that he lived at Abbot/bury, 


and is Maſter of the Houſe called the Old Ship. On the 


firſt of January, 1753, the Priſoner, Mary Squires, came 


to his Houſe, together with George her Son, and Zacy her 


Daughter, as ſhe called them ; they had Handkerchiefs, 

wns, Muſlins, and Checks to ſell about Town; 1 
ſtaid there from the firſt to the ninth of the Month, and 
laid at his Houſe. Said, he had kept that Houſe two Years 
come Lady-Day, and was ſure that the Woman at the Bar 


| was the Perſon who had lodged with him that Time, and 


had knowh her for three Years. Said, he was born ih N 


the Town, was a married Man, and had a Wife aud otie 
He was aſked, how he came to recollect the Day that 
Squires was at his Houſe, anſwered, That there came an 


xciſeman to officiate there, for one John Wict that was 
onth 


fick, and he, this Witneſs, put the Day of the Me 
down when he came; arid that the Exciſe Office'was kept 
at his Houſe. © y offered to ſell their Goods to him 
and others, and his Wife bought two cheque profis. 
WILLIAM CLARK depoſed, that he had lived 
at Abbotſbury ſeven Years ; that he remembered his ſeei 


the Gipſey there, and that the laſt Time he ſaw her was on ” 
the Toth of Janutmy laft ; he overtook- them on the Road, 


went ſome Way together, and parted from them at Crude- 
tvay-/lohe, three Miles fiom Abbotſbury, and four from 
Dorchster, ſaid, he had ſeen her three Years before, come 


Marel, at Abbot/bury ; and that they came with Handker- 


chiefs, Lawns, and Muffins to ſell; and faw the Land- 
dord's Wife at the Ship box ſome "_ of them the 
laſt Time they were there. Reaſon of his remem- 


bring the Day he ſaw them there was, by keeping his other 
Accounts, having carried out Goods the fame Day to Por- 
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18 A Narrative of the Proceedings on the FxALs 
while at Abborftury, at the Houſe of Mr. Gibon, where te 
ſaw them the firſt of January, and where he commonly uſ- 
ed to drink a Pot of Beer in an Evening. 
BEING aſked by the Court, where he kept kis Chriſt 
mas- day, and whether he knew the Difference betwixt the 
New. and Old Stile? to both theſe Queſtions he anſwered 
in the Negative; but if he was to die for the Woman he 
would ſpeak the Truth. She was cloathed as ſhe is now, 
and the Son was in a blue Coat and red Waiſtcoat, had a 
great Coat with him, and was about five Foot ſeven or 
| Sght Inches high, and the Girl was in a Camblet Gown. 
e was very poſitive that he ſaw her there on the firſt of 
. January, and either on the ninth or tenth afterwards, and 
in the mean Time ſaw them going about the Town to ſell 
their Things. Said, he was a Houſekeeper, and had been 
in Buſineſs a 8 fix Years, and was a Cordwainer. 
FT Rx third Witneſs was Thomas Grevil, who epd. 55 
that he lived at Cambe, three Miles from Saliſbury, and kept 
the Sign of the Lamb, a publick Houſe, and that Mary 
Sguires was at his Houſe the fourteenth of January five 
'Weeks ago laſt Sunday, and lay there one Night, and 
| Her Son and Daughter y were e with her, ſelling Handkerchiets, 
Lawns, Fc. 
BEIN aſked how he came to take fach particular Notice 
of the Time, anſwered, That there was a Carpenter at his 
Houſe who. had ſpent the greateſt part of his Money, and 
it being Sunday Night he would have him go about his Buſi- 
neſs, and put him « out of the Houſe two or three Times; 
: _ he went over the Way to another Houſe and pawned 
is Ax. 
Tus z three Witneſſes ſhewed their Subpenas, 25 the 
Cauſe of their coming to give their Evidence. g 
i AFTER the Examination of. theſe Witneſſes, in Bo. 
half of the Priſoner, was finiſhed, one more was called for 
che Crown, his name John Inifer, who ſwore that he fold 
Fiſh and Oyſters pot Waltham-Crofſs and TBeobalds; that 
he knew the Priſoner. Squires, very well, and that the laſt 
Time he ſaw her was, when ſhe was taken at Wellès Houle, 
ang three Weeks before, going about to People's Houſes 
to tell their Fortunes and told him his, but ſaw nothing 
ſhe had to ſell, and that ſhe was always alone; except 
when the was taken up, and. then there was a young 
Wan, in Blue Grey, and two young. Women with her at 
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e es aL ² - 8 e 
Tr ſeems a little ſtrange, that though there appeared 
ſuch a Multitude of Witneſſes from Enfield. Maſb and its 
Neighbourhood, at the Trial of Canning, to prove Squires 
to be at Welles and thereabouts, during the whole Time 
of the Girl's pretended Confinement, yet that only this Fel- 
low, of little or no Credit or Account, could be found to 
prove the ſame Thing at the Trial of the Gipſey, when 
their Evidence was as neceſſary to convict her as to juſtify 
Canning. | 


— 


WE LLS being called upon to make her Defence, 
confeſſed that her Character was but indifferent; that ſhe 


had an unfortunate Huſband who was hanged ; and as to the 
young Woman (Canning) ſhe never ſaw her, till the and her 
Tiends came down to take them up; and as to Squrres, 
the never ſaw her above a Week and a Day before they 
were taken up. - | nd 
Bur though this poor unhappy Wretch Squrres, had 
Nobody but theſe three Men from Abbot/bury, who had 
travelled above a hundred Miles to ſerve her on this Occa- 
Kon, and though her Life depended upon the Credit that 
ſhould be given to their Teſtimony, yet being aſked what 
ſhe had to ſay, why Sentence of Death ſhould not be paſſed 
upon her, made this Declaration : On New-Year's Day I 
lay at Combe at the Widow Grevil's Houſe ; the next Day 
I was at: Stoptage, where were ſome People that were ca 
away, and they came along with me to a little Houſe on 
the Top of the Moor and drank there, my Son and 
Daughter were with me. Coming along Popham Lane 
there were ſome People raking up Dung. I drank at the 
ſecond Alehouſe in Baſingſtote on Thurſday in New-Year's 
Week. On Friday I lay at a little tiney Houſe on Bag- 


ſhot Heath. Saturday I lay at Old Brentford, at Mr. El- 
4wards's, who ſells Greens and ſmall Beer. I could have 


told this before, but one pulled me and another pulled me, 
and would not let me ſpeak. I lay at Mr. Edwards's the 
Sunday and Monday; and on the 7 

I-came from them to Mrs. Wells Houle, 


e TO a. I 
In this Account of her ſeveral Stages from Abbotſbury to 


from 


Enafficld, the Reader may — a manifeſt Variation 
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20 A Narrative of the Proceedings on the TRIALS 
from that given as above by the three Witneſſes. But 


| dere ſhe made ſome” little Miſtakes as to the Days of 
the 


Month when ſhe was at ſuch and ſuch Places, yet as 
to the Days of the Week ſhe was right, and her differing 
from them may be accounted for by her reckoning by the 
Old Stile, and her Witneſſes by the e. 


THis Variation between the Declaration of the Priſoner 


» 


and the Evidence of the Witnefles, adds Weight to that 


before given againſt her; and being found guilty, Sentence 
of Death was pronounced upon her; yet not to the entire 
Satisfaction of the whole Court; for my Lord Mayor and 


| ſeveral other Gentlemen were of Opinion, that the whole 


Truth had not been diſcovered ; and therefore Methods 

have been taken to bring the Matter to a fuller Explana- 
tion; which being well known to every, Body, I ſhall not 
here repeat, but only obſerve, that many and ſtrong 
Proofs ariſing that Squires was at Abb: . and in the 

e Robbery was 
ſworn to bę committed, a Proſecution was ſet on Foot a- 


c aro Canning, who at the next Seſſions was indicted for 


erjury. Her Friends being informed of this new Pro- 
ceeding, reſolve to invalidate the Evidence againſt her, and 
accordingly indict the three Abbotſbury Witneſſes for the 
ſame Crime; but the Grand Jury, upon obſerving the 
manifeſt Contradictions in the Evidence of ſuch a Number 
of Witneſſes as appeared for each Party, to prevent the. 
Scandal of ſo many horrid Perjuries, threw out both the 
Bills. This was at the April Seſſions. Before the next 
Seſſions in June, Canning's Friends were informed, that, 
another Bill would be preferred againſt her; for which 
Reaſon they again preferred Bills againſt: the Gipſeys 
Witneſſes; all which Bills were found the th of Jun-; 
and the ſame Night it was agreed by the Sollicitors, that 
the Indictments ſhould be removed by Certiorari into the. 
K:ngs-Bench, and be tried the Sitting after that Ferm. But 
that. being faund impracticable, they were ſent back again 


do the OlJ-Beiley, and the Sollicitor for the Country Wit- 


neſſes gave Bail for their Appearance at the next Seſſions 
to be held there; but the Sollicitor for Canning refuſed to 
do the ſame for her, and her Friends kept her a long Time 
in Concealment, till ſhe was forced, by an Outlawry, to 

come forth and take her I'rial, _  - -» + 2 


of Mary Squires, and ELIz. CANNING. 21 
. In the mean Time, at the Seſſions held in September, the 
three Abbotſbury Witneſſes, Gibon, Clark, and Grevil, again 
whom Bills had been found, appeared to their ſeveral In- 

dictments, which were read, and all the Witneſſes on the 
| Bills called over, but none of them appeared, except Aary 
Woodward, and ſhe declaring ſhe knew nothing of the 
Matter, an Officer was diſpatched to require the Proſecutors 
to attend the Court; but as neither they nor their Solicitor 
thought fit to come, the Defendants were acquitted. 


During the Time the Meſſenger was gone, Mr. Davy, Council 
For the Defendants, took that Opportunity of addreſſing him 
o the Court as follows : | | | - 
Mr Lony, I „ 
1 HAVE the Honour to appear before your Lordſhip in be- 
1 half of the three Defendants; who ſtand indicted for 
Perjury, ſuppoſed to have been committed by them in this 
Place, upon the Trial of Mary Squires, for the Robbery of 
Elizabeth Canning, at Enfield-waſh, in January laſt, © 
_* G1BoNn and Clark are charged with falſely fwearing, that 
Mary Squires was at Abbotſbury from the Firſt to the Ninth 
of January, and Greville, that he was at Combe on the 
Fourteenth. . a FN 
Ir their Teſtimony was true, Mary Squires was unjuſtly 
accuſed ;' but it was her's, and their Misfortune, that it then 
* no Credit. . 7 My 
'* Tygy were Strangers unknown to every Body at the 
Trial, Canning was poſitive, and being ads Means 
confirmed in her Evidence, Squires was convicted. 
© Ubon'this Charge of Perjury great Care hath been taken, 


attended with great Expence, on either Side, to ſearch this 


Matter to the Bottom; every Circumſtance hath been ſeru- 
tinized, and nothing omitted to inveſtigate the Queſtion 

thoroughly. to VV 
Ir hath a long while been the general Subject of Con- 
verſation, and hath engaged the ntion of the Public, 
7 perhaps, than any private Tranſaction ever did 


- Here. are the Names of no leſs chan fifty Witneſſes in- 

del upon each! of their: Inditments; yet only one of 
them, a Poor Woman, whoſe Evidence is immaterial, ap- 
pears to proſecute, . - 


Tuns 


22 A Narrative of the Proceedings on the FRIALSõ 
Ts Deſertion may occaſion various Conjectures, and 
many falſe Reaſons will, probably; | be ſuggeſt &d for not pro- 
| ſecuting theſe Indictments. | 
| IT may perhaps be attributed to a Comprotiiiſeti=te may 
| be ſaid, that theſe” Defendants are to be acquitted by Con- 
ſent, and: that the Indictment againſt Canning is to be 
dropped. One cannot eaſily. imagine what Rumours Ma- 
| lice may raiſe. | 


For this Reaſon, and to prevent any Impttar ion upon 

9 ( thoſe who are concerned for the Defendants, I beg Jeave 
to aſſure your Lordſhip, and all who hear me, that the De- 
fendants now come. prepared for Trial; that their Wit- 
neſſes attend your Lordſhip, ready to give their Teftimony 
with ſuch clear, ample, convincing Circumſtances, as would 

demand univerſal Aſſent; and fully prove, the Innocence 
of the three Defendants, and the Falſity of Elizabeth Can- 
ning's Story in every Particular. 

HERE are Witneſſes, more in Number than perhaps ever 
appear'd in any one Cauſe, collected together at a vaſt Ex- 
Pence, and from different remote Places. 

HERE is other Evidence alſo ready to be produced, ſuch 

as, in its Nature, cannot deceive. | 

THe Profecutors have been invited to meet them here 
before your Lordſhip and the Jury; and ſo deſirous were 
the Defendants that this Matter ſhould be fairly tried, 
that they have offered to bear Part of the Charges of 
this Proſecution. 

IT kx Public hath been a long while ane with Promiſes, 

| thats in the Trials of theſe * the Guilt of the pre- 
ſent Defendants ſhould be clearly manifeſted, and the whole 
of this myſterious Tranſaction unravelled. | 

Tne Time is come to perform theſe Promiſes, and 
thouſands expect it. | 

; Way do all theſe Boaſters now hide their Faces ? becauſe 
they are covered with Confuſion. 

Tuxx are aware how dangerous it is to purſue a "AY 15 
nn founded in the fouleſt and moſt daring Perjury; 

1 and wiſely withdraw themſelves from a Trial which would. 

1 | involve them in Ruin. 

_ _ Hap I confidered the Caſe of the Defendants alas. 

14 without Regard to any other Perſon, I ſhould have thou on i 
it don to give the Court * e upon this 
caſion. 
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of Mary SQUIRES, and EL IZ. CANNING. 23 
TR xv are private Countrymen, without any Connections 
5 in this Part of the World, and totally unconcerned at any 
Reports which may prevall here: within the narrow 

Circle of their Acquaintance, their Characters will remain 

unblemiſhed, let Fame do its worſt; becauſe the Charge 

againſt them is the Atteſtation of a F act, which all their 
Acquaintance, all their Pariſh, d their n eee 
know to be true. | 

Bur there is. Ons, whoſe near Relation. to this great 
City, makes it neceſſary for me to fay thus much. 

Tr. is impoſſible for Him to be unſollicitous for Public 
Approbation, after having done ſo much to deſerve it. 
Yer all the Reproaches which Malice could ſuggeſt: to 
little, dark, deſigning Men, have been levelled at the chief 
Magiſtrate of this City, only for doing what the Love of Ju- 
ſtice and Humanity inſpired Him to. 

Fox His ſake, therefore, Þ have thus treſj paſſed upon your 
Lordſhip's Patience, and only beg leave to add a few Words 
more to ſhew how unmerited thoſe Reflections were. 

As his: Lordſhip was at the Head of the Commiſſion at 
the Trial of Mary Squires, and was totally uninſtuenced by 
the infamous Endeavours vrhich at that Time had been 
uſed to give Credit to a moſt improbable Narrative; he was 
directed, merely by a regard for Truth, to. make further 
Enquiry i into a Story, pregnant with Abſurdities, and A 
any. Tranſaction that ever went before it. 

AND the Evidence of Elizabeth Canning depending a 
tirely upon this Queſtion,” whether the Account which theſe 
three 5 had given was true, where could his Lordſhip ſo 
properly direct his Enquiry, : as to thoſe Places) where they 
ſwore they had ſeen her? a f 

THe Succeſs of that Enquiry anſwered thus Wiſhes of his 

— Humanity; and the moſt indubitable.Proofs of this Convict's 

Innocence warmed the Royal Heart to Mercy. 5 

OxE ſhould have thought, that this Conduct ww a Magi- 
ſtrate, whoſe ſole Motive to it was, a Deſire of reſcuing a 
wretched, friendleſs, Convict, from the Miſeries into which 
_. and popular. Prejudice had thrown! her, ſhould, 
egal exempt him from Cenſure. : 
Bur ED Enemies could never forgive hins the Meth © 9 
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24 A Narrative of the Proceedings on the TRIALS. 
Arts were uneſſayed to diminiſh the Reputation. he had ſg 
juſtly acquired. 


AD my Lord- mayor been preſent, I ſhould not have : 


faid ſo much z but I have heen the more encouraged to it 


from obſerving, that his Lordſhip withdrew himſelf as ſoon 


as theſe Cauſes were called, becauſe he was pleaſed to think 
it improper for him to preſide, where an os Thing that might 


be e to — himſelf ſhould come before the 


I HAVE an Apology to make for giving your Lordſhip 
any Trouble, whete there is no Proſecution ; but as the 


Court waits for the Return of a Meſſenger, and no Buſineſs 
is now proceeding upon, I hope I have given no Offence, 


 CANNING's Friends being obliged, in a Manner, to fur- 
render her up to a Courſe of Juſtice, gave in Bail for her 
Appearance at the Seffions at the Al Batley, and her 
Trial came on April 29th, and continued the 1ft, 3d, 4th 


and 6th of May, 1754. 


e e fora end corrupt 
perjury on the Trial of Maty Squires, in ſwearing ſhe was 


robbed by the ſaid Mary Squires of a Pair of Stays, Value 


10 6. in the Houſe of Sg Wells at e 


N 2 1753. 
urt, in order to keep the Witneſſes from aſ- 


fiting « one another in their Evidenee, had them called up 


ſeparately and examined apart. 
E Tux Indictment being opened by the Council * the 
Proſecution, William Chetbam produced the Copy of the 
Re of the Conviction of Mary Sguires at the Seſſions 
ouſe in the Old Bailey, which was en and not diſ- 


puted by the Council on the other Side. 


Tromas GUuRNEY, the Minuter, was Pave called, Who 


; depoſed from his Minutes to the Contents of Canning's Evi- 


dence' given upon the Trial of Adary Squires. _ 
EsTHEeR Hopktvys depoſed, that ſhe believed ſhe ſaw. the 
Old Woman, her Son and Daughter (who were all in 


Court) at her Houſe at Sauth Parrot, Dorſeiſtire, on the 


29th of December, 1752. | 
 ALicE FARNHAM depoſed, thitthe Old Woman and her 
n, were at her Houſe at Fineyard's Gap, on a Sunday 
. a little. before. Chri/#mas,. 1752, and believe the 
daughter v was $ with them, but was not certain of it. 


bones 5 


mentioned; eleven from Abbotsbury, to their bong. 


Fe 


_ of MARV SQUIRES, and E112. CANNING, 25 
GkOROE SQUIRES, the Grþ/ey's Son, depoſed, that he, with 


his Mother and Siſter Lucy, Were at South Parrot the 29th 


of December, 1752, and went to Litton the next Day, and 


: to; Abbotſbury on the 31ſt, wher e they aid from _— 


ift,. to the th, and then went to Porte/ham, and fo on to 


- Ridgway, and on the 11th came to Dorche/ter, ſetting out 


from thence, they walked almoſt all Night till they came 


to a 1 and the next Day they lay in a Barn at Marton, 


and the Day after at Combe; but could not recolle& where 
he lay afterwards till he came to Baſingſtote, where he was 
directed to Lodgings at Old Baſing. From thence they tra- 
velled to Bagſbot, and lay there, and from thence came 

o Brentford, and from thence to the Seven Siſters at the 
Two Brewers near Tottingham, and ſo on to Mother Welles 


at Enfeeld-waſh; where he deſigned to ſtay till he could get 2 
Debt which was due to him in London of 7 l. 15 s. being 


afraid to go to his own Lodgings at Newington Butts, where 
he had Goods of his own, for Fear of being arreſted ; and 
that they had been at Well's but a Week and a Day be- 
fore his Mother was taken up and committed , _, 

BEING croſs-examined, ke gave but a lame Account of 


his Travels from Newington till he came to South Parrot, 


and named almoſt as many Counties he went through as 
Towns, nor could he tell the Sign of any Houſe where he 


had lain. 


: b Foun Perſons from Litton depoſed that they ſaw the 
Ole 


Woman, her Son and Daughter there at the Time he 

8 at 

that Town from the iſt of . January 1753, to the gth of 
the ſame; and four their ſeeing them at Porte/ham on the 
gth and roth; one at Fordingham on the Iith; one at 
Chattle on the 12th ; three at Martin on the 13th; five at 


Combe on the 14th; one at Baſing/toke on the 15th; two 
at Brentford on the 20th, 21ſt, and 22d; two that they 
were near the Seven Siſters by Tottingham on the 23d of 


January 1753. | | 

e Pj! EW Chittey was the next Witnels called, 
who depoſed from his Minutes which he took at the Ex- 
amination of Elizabeth Canning before him at Guildhall, 
2 "It, 178 8 that ſhe then depoſed, that upon the 
aſt New Year's Day, as ſhe was returning from her Un- 


cle's at or near Salt-petre-bank, by the dead Wall againſt 


Bedlam in Moorfields, near * at Night, ſhe was — 
—— | San * 
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two Men, who robbed her of Half a Guinea, 3s. and a 
Halfpenny, took her Gown off her Back, and a Straw or. 
Chip Hat; that ſhe ſtruggled and made a Noiſe, and that 


one ſtopped her Mouth with ſomething like a Handkerchief, 


and ſwore, if ſhe made any Noiſe or Reſiſtance they would 
| Kill her, and hit her a Blow on the Head and ſtunned her, 
and forced her along Br/hopſoate-/treet, each holding her up 


under the Arm; but did not remember any Thing more 
that paſſed, and did not come to herſelf till about half an 
Hour before ſhe came to Ernfield-wajh, fo called as ſhe had 
learned ſince, to Yells's Houſe; that there were ſeveral 


Perſons in the Room; it was ſaid ſhe muſt do as they did, 


and if ſo, ſhe ſhould have fine Cloaths ; ſhe ſaid ſhe would 
not, but go Home; then a Woman forced her up Stairs 
into a Room, and with a Caſe Knife ſhe had in her Hand, 
cut the Lace off her Stays and took them away, and told her 
there was Bread and Water in the ſaid Room, and if ſhe 
made any Noiſe, ſhe would come in immediately and cut her 


: Throat; then went out, and locked the Door; and that 


LW 


e never ſaw her nor any of them ſince, till ſhe made her 


ſcape. The Bread was in Quantity abovt a Quartern 
Loaf, in four, five, or fix Pieces, and about three Quarters 
of a Gallon of Water, and a little more, in a Pitcher as ſhe 
ſuppoſed ; on which, and a Penny minced Pie ſhe had in her 
Packet, ſhe ſubſiſted till ſhe got away, which was on the 
29th of January about 3 or 4 o' Clock in the Afternoon, and 


made the beſt of her Way to London, to her Mother's in 
Aldermanbury ; and ſaid ſhe had no Stool and only made 


Water, all the Time; that in the Room there was an old 
Stool or two, an old Picture over the Chimney, . two Win- 


dows, one faſtened up with Boards, and the other Part 


Glaſs and Part Boards. At the latter ſhe made a Hole by 
removing a Pane of Glaſs, forced a Part open, and got 
out upon a Shed of Boards or Penthouſe, and fo flid down 
and jumped upon the Side of a Bank on the Backſide of the 


_ Houſe, and got Home that Night about Ten o' Clock. 


Soon after ſhe came in, her Mother got her ſome Wine and 


Water, but ſhe could not ſwallow it, and then ſent for the 


Apothecary. Her Maſter Lyon, and Mr, Wintlebury gave 
her a very good Character. She apprehended it was the 
Woman of the Houſe that had done her this Injury; and 


he accordingly granted his Warrant for apprehending 
Mother Walls. upon her ſwearing all this to be — 2 


2 


H Mary Squires, and EL Iz. Cannino. 22 


s MARK | 
Leer the Reader compare this Account given by the 
Alderman of her Examination before him, with that given 
by her in Court at the Trial of the Gipſey, and he will pre- 
ſently ſee what Conſiſtency there is between them. * 
_ Gawen NasH was the next Witneſs ſworn, who de- 
poſed, that he was with Canning before Alderman Chittey ; 
that ſhe was aſked, what Sort of a Room ſhe was confined 
in, and that ſhe ſaid it was a little ſquare darkiſh Room, 
and ſeveral Boards were nailed up at the Window, through 
the Cracks of which the could ſee the N Stage - coach 
Which uſed to carry her Miſtreſs. She likewiſe ſaid, that 
there were an old broken Stool or Chair, an Iron Grate 
in the Chimney, and a few old Pictures over it, and that 
ſhe lay upon Boards. After the Warrant was granted, he, 
Lyon, Aldridge, and Hague went down to Mother Wells's in 
order to execute the. Warrant the next Morning, which 
was Feb. 1ſt. and as they were on the Road they met Peo- 
ple who told them. they had ſeized them all ; they went on, 
and on coming to Mother J/e1s's Houle, they went up into 
ſeveral Rooms, after which, a Man ſhewed him up into this 
Room, and when he was in it, he wondered were the 
Room was which Canning had deſcribed ſhe was confined 
in; for, faid he, this did not in any Part anſwer the De- 
ſcription ſhe gave, for this was a very long Room. He 
then came down. to his Companions, and they all went 
into the Room; when ſomebody ſaid this muſt be the Room; 
to which he anſwered, it was nothing like that ſhe had 
deſcribed. For in the Room was near half a Load of Hay, 
a Neſt of Drawers about 4 f. by 3 high, a Tub in which 
was Pollard, three old Saddles, two of which were Wo- 
men's, a Parcel of Hay made in the Form of a Bed, over 
which were a Jack-line and Pullies, and a Hole in the 
Wall where a Jack - line had gone through, but then ſtuffed 
with Hay; that it was a thin Clay and Lath-wall which 
ſeparated that and the Kitchen, through which Hole when 
the Hay was taken out, one might ſee into and acroſs the 
Kitchen into the Road; there was alſo a little Chimney in 
the Room, which ſeemed to be a little Place for warming 
2 Glew-pot; an old duſty Caſement ſtood over the Chim- 
ney; there was no Grate, * the Appearance of one in 
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the Chimney. On obſerving the Window through which 
ſhe eſcaped, he took Notice, that within nine ot ten Feet 
of it was a watering Pond, and that the other Window 
had never been boarded up, and was large enough for him 
to get out, and ſo near the Ground, that he ſhook Hands 
with his Wife out of it, and the Caſement opened and ſhut 
eaſily; ſome Trees grew ſo near it, they were almoſt 
within his Reach; the Room was very light, but he ſaw nd 
Pitcher there ; but after the People were ſecured, they went 
over the Way, being impatient ſor Canning's coming, and 
Adamſon went to meet them, and returned 'waving his 
Hat, crying out, L are all right, for Bet ſays there is @ 
little Hay in the Room. 3j3jVVU hr abba 
' . WnreN Canning was brought in and ſet upon the Dreſſer, 
the Door of that Room being open, ſhe might have ſeen 
the Staits leading up into it. She was then carried into the 
Parlour where all the People were, and inſtantly fixed 
upon Mary Squires, though ſhe could not ſee her Favs at 
that Time; "and when Sguires's Daughter told her Mother 
ſhe was fixed upon for the Perſon who robbed Canning, 
ſhe got UP, and Foming croſs the Room to Canning, faid, 
Madam, do you ſay I ribbed you ? Look on this Pace, and if yon 
have ſeen it before, you muſt have remembered, that God Al- 
mighty never made ſuch another. On Canning telling her 
when it was, ſhe ſaid,” Lord Madam! I was 120 Miles off at 
that Time. © Upon which He àſked her where ſhe then was? 
She ſaid, at Abbotsbury in Dorſetſhire, and could bring a hun- 
dred People to prove it, who had known her 30 or 40 Years. 
After this, Canning was carried into ſeveral Rooms, and at 
Iaſt into the Workſhop, which ſhe believed was the Room: 
Being aſked what ſhe remembered it by; ſaid, ſhe'remem- . 
bered Hay in the Room, and that was the Hay ſhe lay upon, 
but there was more of it now. She'took' up the Jugg, and 
ſaid; it was that ſhe had her Water in. She was then aſked 
about the Saddles and Drawers, but ſaid the did not remem- 
ber them, though they were covered with Duſt, and ſeemed 
to have been there of a long Time. Being aſked, hy ſhe 
did not get out at the Eaſt Window, anſwered, ſhe thought 
it was faſt, When they came down into the Parlour, + 
Watus's Wife declared, as ſhe and her Huſband had lain 
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| there for eleven Weeks together, and that Mary Squires 


Hs « 
o 
* 8 * 


had been there but a very little Time. 


= 


of Maur Squires, and El 12 CANNING. 29 


Hz was aſked by the Court, why he did not give this 
Ezidence upon the Trial of Mary Squires? He anſwered, 
that he was in Court part of the Trial; but being Butler 
df the Goldſmith's Company, and having the Charge of a 
ü 25 deal of Plate, he was very uneaſy, and thinking that 

ary Squires would be acquitted, he went away, and did 
not come again ; nor did he think, from the Obſervations 
he had made, that there could de ſufficient Proof to con- 
vict her; but when he heard ſhe was convicted, he was 
extremely concerned and uneaſy.  * * 

BEING croſs-examined, he ſaid, before he left the 
Old-Bailey, Canning had gone through her whole Evidence, 
or very near it, and that the had ſworn the Robbery upon 
the Gipſey, but he thought at the ſame Time ſhe had given 
falſe Evidence, or at leaſt was in a Miſtake. But could 
not be poſitive, whether Fudith' Natus was in the Room the 
whole Time he was at Well's, neither could he be cer- 

. tain that ſhe ſaid ſhe had lain there ten or eleven Weeks. 
However, upon this, he quite dropt his Opinion of Cannings 
_— before he was very much her Frieyd. 


REMARKS. 


1 SHALL only obſerve, that ſhe ſwears before the Al- 
derman, that it was a little ſquare darkiſh Room; but it ap- 
pears, that it was neither /ittle; dart, nor ſquare, On the 
contrary, the Room was ve light, having two Glaſs 
Windows in it; and as to its imenſions, it was near four 
Ties as long as it was wide, 'the Meaſure of it being 

thirty-five Feet three Inches in Length, and nine Feet three 
Inches in Breadth. 

HAGUE and Aldridge; who went down with Mr. | 
Nah, gave much the ſame Account, that Adamſon and 
Scarrai were there at the ſame Time, and tore down the 


5 Window. 


MR. WHITE, Marſhal 's-Man, gervant to my Lord 
ayor, ſaid, that he went down to apprehend Mother 
Well for this Robbery, and declared in what Manner 
they were all ſecured ; of his going into the Hayloft, where 
He ſaw a Cheſt of Drawers, a Barrel of a Gun, and an old 
Muſket, and upon viewing the Room, thought Canning 
was miſtaken, becauſe it did not agree with her Deſcription 
of it; that then he looked at the North Window, to ſee 
: i be could — the Mark of GY Body's- — yo 
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| lay a Heap of human Dung as high as a 
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30 A 3 of the Proceedings on the 'ERtALs 
and took Notice that the Ground was 2% and. that there 


did not appear to have been trod upon, neither did it; ſeem 
to him that any Body had got out at that Window. Adam 
11 indeed would have perſuaded him there were ſome 

arks on the Wall, but he obſerved-it very narrowly, but 


| could ſee none ; neither could he obſerve any Penthouſe. or 


Shed. When Canning came in, he propoſed ſhe ſhould go 
into the Parlour and fix upon the Perſon who had robbed 
her ; that ſhe fixed upon Mary Squires, but could not be 
poſitive: whether Canning ſaw her Face at the Time ſhe 
fixed upon her; and that Mary Squires declared ſhe had 
never ſeen her before; that George Squires ſaid before Can- 


ning came, that they were at that very Time in Dorſerſpire, 


which was likewiſe affirmed by the old Woman and her 


Daughter Lucy, all declaring that they were at Abbutfbury 
the firſt of January, and the other Daughter ſaid the was 


at her Uncle's in the Borough that very Chriſtmas. _. .. 


* 
1 3 


1. WHAT deſerves eſpecially Notice in this Evidence 


is, that there was no Penthouſe or Shed below the Win- 


dowy: Vet {he ſwears. before the Alderman, t 55 the got 
out of the Window upon a Shed of Boards or enthoule, 
and {lid down, and jumped upon the Side of a Bank. 
the Reader compare this Account With that ſhe gave of the 
Manner of her Eſcape, at the Frial of Sguires, and he 
will eaſily ſee the manifeſt Inconſiftenc between them. 
2. Tre, Heap of Ordure at the! Late the Win- 
dow, which ſhe muſt have fell upon had ſhe got out there, 
and yet was untouched, is another Circumiiance that makes 
git the Credibility of her Story 

FORTUNE. NATUS: pose, that 3 Sa. i 
Wife lay in that very Room during the Time Canning ſays 
ſhe was confined there. At his firſt coming there, he 
found half a Load of Hay in the Room called the Works 
ſhop, his Bed was made of Hay and Straw, and his Bolfter 
a-Sack of Wool, that there.was ng Grate. in the Room; 


but there was in it a Neſt of Drawers, two or three Side- 


Saddles, a Man' s-Saddle, a large Drawer with ſome Pol- 
lard, and a Tub hoop'd with Irons; there was likewiſe a 


Barrel or Kelderkin, an old Gun and a Gun Barrel; and 
| * ä an od Lanthorms a Spit, and a Sam with 


* 


uart Pot, ht . 
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two Handles; a Jack-line and Pullies, which came through 
a Hole at his Beds-head; no Pictures were there, but an 


old iron Caſement without Glaſs or Lead; the Sign of 


the Crown which ſtood againſt the Wall and uſed to hang 
at Wells's Door. This Room he Jodged in twelve Weeks, 
except three Days, and lay there every Night, excepting' 
one, and that his Wife lay there every Night. The 


Sign was bought by one Ezra Fhiffen, and nothing, to his 


Obſervation, was taken out of the Room while he lay 
there; that he was there all the Month of January, New 
Chriſtmas, Old Chriſtmas, and till they were all taken 
up 2 N : | 
as 


Fountain; but afterwards ſaid there were two Signs, and 
that the other was the Sign bf. the Crown. N 
MARY LARNEY, the next Witness, faid ſhe 
kept a Chandler's Shop at Enajfield, and knew Fortune 
Natus and his Wife very well, and that they dealt with 
her for Chandlery Goods; that ſhe had ſeen them often go 
in and out at Mother Welles between Michaelmas and 
. Chriflmas 1752, and they told her that they lodged there; 
and that the firſt Time ſhe ſaw Mary Squires there was on 


Wedneſday the 24th of January, and that upon the Th 


day after that Wedneſday they were all taken up. The firſt 
Time the ſaw Lucy Squires, ſhe fold her a ſmall Loaf of 
Bread, Cheeſe and ſmall Beer, the very Day that Mary 
Squires came to Wellb's Houſe, and that Lucy wanted to 
borrow a Pitcher of her, and that ſhe never ſaw any 
Gipſey at Wells Houſe before, and would not put the 
Money ſhe had taken of the old Woman into her Pocket 
before ſhe put it into a Pail of Water. 

SARAH HOVWEL, Mrs. Wells Daughter, was 
the next Witneſs, who depoſed, that ſhe was there every. 
Day during the Month of January, but had no Acquain- 
tance with Mary Squires, her Son or Daughter, who came 
there upon Yeane/day, and were all taken up the Thurſday 
following. The Pitcher being produced, the ſwore it was 


the very ſame that was uſed in the Family, and that For- 


tune Natus and his Wife were there in that Time, and lay 


in the Workſhop above two Months. There was a conſi- 


derable Quantity of Hay in the Room, which was to feed her 


Mother's - 


| 7U DITH NATUS gave much the ſame Account 
1s her Huſband had done; but being aſked, if there was a 
Sign there, ſhe ſaid there was, and it was the Sign of the 


» 
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Mother's Horſe, and ſome Pollard for the Sow ; but could 
not ſwear ſhe lay in the Houſe during the whole Month 
of Fanuary. Virtue Hall, ſhe ſaid, went as often into the 
Hayloft as ſhe did. That on the 8th of January three 
Men lopped the Trees that were over againſt the Win- 
dow, and that Virtue Hall and herſelf were at the. Win- 
dow at that Time; that ſhe opened the Caſement herſelf, 
. ver bly... I 
, ON her Croſs-examination ſhe was aſked the Reaſon of 
her being at her Mother's? She ſaid ſhe had been a Servant 
and was out of Place, and had been at her Mother's a 
ear and a half. That' when Canning came into the 
Parlour ſhe pointed to Squires, as the Perſon who ha 
robbed her; this, ſhe believes, was before ſhe ſaw her 
Face; that Mary Squires ſaid, For God's ſake do not fidear 
my Life away ; look in my Face, and be ſure of what you ſay: 
She ſaid, Mary Squires fat with a Pipe in her Mouth a 
almoſt double, with her Head leaning upon her Arm, 
that Canning ſaw Wellt before ſhe ſaw Squires, and did not 
charge her; and that ſhe was not at the Trial of Squires; 
' becauſe ſhe was not ſubpena'd to attend. _- 
THE next Witneſſes called were Larney, Knight, and 
Allen, who gave an Account of their lopping the Trees 
oppoſite the Window of the Room, where Canning ſaid 
| ſhe was confined, and talking with Sarah Howel and Vir- 
ue Hall at the Time they were looking out of the Hay- 
loft; this was on the 8th of Januar g. 
 _FOHN CARTE R, who keeps a publick Houſe 
near Welles, depoſed, that he ſaw them lopping the Trees, 
and that they flung Dirt at Hall and Howe!, who ſtood at 
the Window of that Room, and that Fortune Natus and 
his Wife lodged at Wells's; and that he ſaw ary Squires 
there only the Morning ſhe was taken up, but had ſeen 
her Son a Week before that Time. EEE 
EZRA WHIFFEN, who keeps the Hhite- 
Hart and Crown at Endſield-Maſb, depoſed, that he bought 
that Sign of the Crown which was in Mother Fells Hay: 
loft, and afterwards, the 18th of January he Doug * 
old Hooks of Mother Wells, and went into the Hay: loft 
to look for them, and ſaw Judith Natus in Bed there. The 
Irons were in a Piece of Wood, which his Son carried 
home on his Shoulders, knocked out the Hooks, and ; 


brought it back again, 70 HN 


- 0 [0D 4p o# ann, 


of Mary Squires, and ELIz. Cannins. 33 
JohN WHIFFEN, the Son, confirmed his F ether's Evi- 


0 dence. : Y * . - \ ; VA 
ELIZABETH LoNG, the next Witneſs, depoſed, ſhe 


was the Daughter of Mother Wells, and lived but three 


| Houſes from her. She believed ſhe was there every Day 
in January, that her Siſter and Virtue Hall lived there; 
and that Fortune Natus lodged there at the ſame Time 


and having frequent Occaſion to go into the Workſhqp, 


me often ſaw Judith Natus and her Huſband in Bed. 


She deſcribed the Chimney to be at the Feet of 


| Natus's Bed, but never remembered a Grate there, but 


a great deal of Hay was in the Room for the Uſe of her 
3 Horſe, as likewiſe Pollard and Bran for the So- 
and Pigs, and in the Month of January ſhe took ſome 


Pollard for that Purpoſe, and is ſure Nobody. lodged in that 
Room all that Time except Natus and his Wife. The 


Pitcher produced in Court, ſhe ſaid, was her Mother's, 
but the Red-gown ſhe had never ſeen before. "The firſt 


Time ſhe. ſaw Mary Squires there was the 24th of Fan- 


ary, when her Son and two Daughters came there, and 


Were all taken up the firſt of February. 


JohN HowEeL , Mother Hell's Son, who lived | 
at Endfeld-Waſh, depoſed, that he was in the Work- 


| ſhop the 19th, 20th, and 21ſt of January, being ſent there 
by his Mother to fetch Pollard to feed the Sow and Pigs, 


and that Fortune Natus and his Wife were the only People 
in the Room; and that he attended the Trial of Squzres, 


but the Mob would not let him come in, and he was forc- 


ed to go away. REG 1 „ 
MRS. MEALE, a Midwife, depoſed, that ſhe brought 
Elizabeth Canning into the World; that ſhe went there the 
2d or 3d of February, and ſaw the Girl lying in Bed, in 
all Appearance, in a very weak Condition. At her com- 


ing in, Canning's Mother aſked her if ſhe had heard of the 


Girl's Misfortune ? ſaying, her Child came home as naked 
as ever ſhe was born into the World. What! ſaid Mrs. 
Mdeale, without a Shift on? No, ſaid her Mother, ſhe had 


Her Shift on. Upon which, turning to the Girl, ſhe aſked 


her how it came about? and ſhe related it to her. Upon 


bearing which ſhe expreſſed a very great Concern, fearing 
| the bad been debauched ; and Canning herſelf could not 
tell what had been done to her, being inſenſible in her Fits, 


She then deſued to ſee the ah Girl came home in, 


which 


24 A Narrative of the Proceedings on the Tr1a1s 
which her Mother produced. Having examined it, ſhe 
aſked if it had been waſhed fince her Daughter came 
home? Her Mother ſaid, no. Then ſaid ſhe to her Mo- 
ther, it was uncommonly clean to be worn ſo long. She 
then looked very narrowly upon it, and told her, her 
Daughter had not been debauched, and her Mother thank'd 
God for it. She went a ſecond Time to ſee her, and on 
__ Examining the Shift again, told her Mother, it could not 
Have been worn above a Week; and then ſhe ſaw three 
Spots of Excrement upon it. Upon which the Mother was 
extremely angry, and ſaid, Do you come here to ſet her 
Friends againſt her ? She was then aſked, what ſhe knew 
of the Girl's Character, and ſhe gave her a very good 
one. | Ts 


REMARKS. 


I. IT is plain that this Witneſs had no Prejudice a- 
Fainſt either Mother or Daughter, and muſt be allowed a 
good Judge of the Things ſhe ſpeaks to, and therefore 
her Teftimony muſt be unexceptionable. ' If then, accord- 
ing to her Judgment Canning had not wore her Shift 
above a Week, how will her Advocates account for its 
being ſo clean, after ſhe had lain a Month in it, without 
her Stays, in a Hayloft, among Dirt and Rubbiſh? ?; 

2. IF this Woman found ſome Stains of Excrement up- 
on her Shift, will her Friends ſtill believe ſhe had no Stool 
VVV „%%% ws 
TEE next Witneſs called was Mr. Brogden, Clerk to 
Mr. Fielding, who came to prove the Information of Can- 
ning, by which which it appears, that ſhe ſwore, that 
the Pitcher of Water was conſumed upon the Friday before 
ſhe made, her Eſcape on the Monday . 
_ Mx. Deputy Mollineux depoſed, that he happened to be 
with the late Lord Mayor (after Mary Squires was com- 
mitted) when Canning and Virtue Hall were brought there 
in order to be examined; and after my Lord Mayor had 
examined Virtue Hall, her Anſwer was, the had nothing 
to ſay at that Time. The Pitcher and Bed-gown were 
produced, and Canning taking up the Gown to carry it 
away, as he thought, my Lord Mayor ſaid, No, you muſt 
not take it away; upon which ſhe ſaid, It is my Mother's, 
which ſurpriſed him a great deal, becauſe at the Trial of 
' Bqurres, the ſaid ſhe took it out of the Grate in the Room 
© where ſhe was confined. + rm * 38 
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MR. REE PD, the next Witneſs, who was preſent at the 
fare Time, confirmed Mr. Molineux's Evidence and heard 
her ſay, it was her Mother's Bed-gown. _ FE 
De Council for the Crawn having gone through their Evi- 
dence, reſted it here. | | De 


Typen the 3 for the Priſoner were called. 


Ew] ARD LON, of Aldermanbury, depoſed, that 
Elizabeth Canning lived with him as his Servant, till 
ſhe was miſſing the firſt of January, 1753; that he had 


known her ſixteen Years, and gave her a very good Cha- 


rater; He had that Day given her Leave to go and ſee 
her Uncle, but ſaw her no more till the 31ſt of the ſame 
Month: He was with her before Alderman Chittey, but be- 
ing ſomewhat deafiſh, could not take upon him to relate 
all that paſſed ; that a Warrant was granted, and he, with 


| ſeveral others, went down to Wellis Houſe, and had the 
People there ſecured. When Canning was brought there, 


and ſet upon the Dreſſer, he bid her be very careful to 


charge Nobody but who ſhe was ſure was guilty ; ſhe ſaid, ' 
' ſhe would be careful. The firſt Perſon ſhe ſaw of thoſe 


that were taken up was Mother Wells; but ſaid, ſhe had 


done nothing to her, but as ſoon as ſhe ſaw Mary Squires, 


laid, That is the Woman that cut my Stays of. „ 

HE was then aſked, if he believed that ſhe ſaw Squires's 
Face before ſhe challenged her? he ſaid, Yes, and that 
George Squires, when he had put on his great Coat, was 
very. much like one of the Men that robbed. her in Moor- 


fields. He added, that Mr. Naſh, when he came home; 


ſeemed well ſatisfied with what was then done, at leaſt, 
bad little or no Room to think the contrary; and Mr, 


| Nah, being at his Houſe afterwards, on his going 2 


ſaid, Mr. Lyon, I hope God Almighty will deſtroy the Mo 


by which he made that Face, and never make another by it; 
meaning the Gipſey. A Letter was likewiſe ſhewn to Mr; 


Naſh on his Examination in Court, which he owned to be 


| his Hand-Writing, dated Feb. 10. to the following Purport. 


Mr. Lyons, E „ 
1 Am informed by Aldridge, who has been at Enſſeld, 
that if a Perſon was appointed there to receive Con- 
tributions, ſome Money would be raiſed in that Place for 
the unhapy poor Girl. I wiſh you Succeſs, and am yours, 
R000 
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. HE added, that as they were coming up, Mr. Hague 

id, he ſaw no Grate in the Chimney, nor Picture over it. 
To. which he anſwered, they are moveable Things, and 
never found any Doubt from Naſh, Hague, or Aldridge, till 
after the Trial of Squires; and when he ſaw Mr, Naſh in 
Court at the Trial of Mary Squires, he was fully perfunded 
he would have given his Evidence againſt the Gipley. 


REMARK. 


Ir i is true, a Grits and Picture are moveable Things; 
ard might have been taken away after ſhe ſaw them: 
But would there have no Mark or Impreſſion have been 


left behind? Or could the Chimney in two Days Time, 
de covered with old Cobwebs and Duſt, ſo as to leave no 


Traces that ſuch Things had been there | ? 
"Tromas ColLEx, her Unele, depoſed the ſame as he 


| gia at the Trial of the Gipſey. 


© EctzabtTH CanninG, the Mother, faid; her Daiighter 


Wis 19 Years old, and depoſed to the ſame Effect as ſhe 


bid: at the Briver Trial, with this Addition, that her 
Daughter ſaid, ſhe had heard the Nine of Vills or Wells, 
mentioned in the Houſe where the was Confined, before 757 
Body mentionęd ſich Words to her. 

BEING crofs-examitied, ſhe confeſſed The had beth de 3 
Conjurer who lives in the Ol Bailey, to enquire where het 
Daughter Was; Sc. that he took her Money, bid het £9 
Home, and ſhe would come again. | 


© Mary NortYam depoſed, that by Mrs. Canting's 


Order, ſhe. carried all the Advertiſements that were 
piinted in the Daily Auvertiſer, to the Printer of it. 
JAMES Lokbp, Apprentice to Mrs. Canning, gepoledto ber 
Being miſſing; the" great Concern his Miſtreſs was itr on 
that Account, and that when The came Home, his Miſtreſs 
was at Prayer for Ker Retumm; that when ſhe'" came 
to the- Door, he "ad? not at firſt Eno her, till ſhe ſpoke, 
ſhe was in ſuch a deplorable Condition; that his Miſtreſs 
fell Jinto a Fit upon it; that the had a Bit of i Handkerchief 
over her Head, and an eld Jacket on, and that ſhe” was | ® 


. Girl. f 3 
OBERT Ser AT depoſed; Wat nean db 
was returned, he went the Night ſhe came Home to her 
* O Houſe, and heard her ** ſhe had been % the 
| er t- 
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Hertfordfhire Road, about 8 or 10 Miles from London, and 


be would lay a Guinea to a Farthing ſhe had been at the 


Houle of Mother Wells; upon which the Girl ſaid, ſhe 


| Heard the Name of Willi or Wells mentioned while ſhe 


was in Confinement, (which was in a longiſh darkiſh 


| Room) and ſaw a Coachman whom ſhe knew, go by, 


through a Crack of the Boards in the Window. Being 
aſked, if he had known Canning before, ſaid, he never 
faw her, to his Knowledge, before that Night. Said, he 


had been at Mother Wells Houſe - ſometimes. when he 
lived a Servant with Mr. Snee at Edmonton. 


Mary MxERs de _ ſhe had known the Mother and 
Daughter for many Years. That the Daughter was a vety | 


ſober Girl, and always behaved well. Being ſent for by 
the Mother to ſee the Girl at her Return, ſhe found her in 
à very bad Condition, her Face and Arms being black, 


which ſhe thought was occaſioned by the cold Weather. 
The Girl ſpoke ſo low, that ſhe was forced to kneel down 


to hear what ſhe ſaid, and then ſhe told her how ſhe had 


been robbed, and confined in a Room, where thete was 


Hay, a Pitcher with about a Gallon of Water, about the 


Value of a Quartern Loaf, and a Fire-Place; that ſhe 
. out by pulling two Boards from a Window, tore Rer 
ar in getting out, and dropped down; and that the 


ſaw her very bloody, which appeared freſh, and had drop- 


ped on het Shoulder. 
JohN WINTLEBURY depoſed, he had known the G 


14 or 15 Years, that ſhe had lived with him about 18 


Months, and . behaved exceeding well. He wert to 


| fee her the ſame Night ſhe came Home, and ſhe ſaid ts 


him, O Lord] Sir, 7 don't know what I have gone hre; 
and the ſeemed in a'very weak and bad Condition, and hid 

ſhe had been confined i in? 2 Houſe on the Hertford Road; and 
had heard the Name of Milli or Mells mentioned in the 
Houſe: She told him of a broken Pitcher that held about 


2 Galton of Water, which he found in the Room on Bis 


ing into it; and believes that Canning aw Fart of Squires 8 
Face before ſhe pitched upon her. 

MART WOOP WAR bong ſent * Mrs. Gnu me 

Night her Daughter came H ome, fou her in a very bad 


Oondition. e firſt Words the Girl ſaid to R were, 


Mrs. Woodward, I am almoſt ſtarved to Death, having 
been conſined in a Houſe on the Hertford Road. nog 


4 
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ſhe was carried into that Houſe, ſhe ſaid, three Women 
took hold of her, and the old Woman aſked her if ſhe 
would go their Way, and on her anſwering, no, took a 
Knife, and ripped the Lacing off her Stays; then laid hold 
of her Petticoat, and looking at it, ſtruck her a Slap on the 
Face, and ſad, D---n you, you Bitch, I'll do- for you, and 
immediately turned her up, into the Place where ſhe was 
- confined, and threatened with Oaths to cut her Throat if 
ſhe made any Noiſe; adding, that the old Woman was a 
tall, black, ſwarthy Woman. | | 5 
JosEPRH ADAMSON depoſed he had known Canning ever 

| Ance ſhe was able to go alone. He did not ſee her after ſhe 
came home, till the View they went down to Enfie/d-wafb ; 
when Mr. Vintlebury and he, being on Horſe-back, got 
down before the Coach, and having ſecured the People, 
rode back to tell them in the Coach not to ſtop at a Place 
where they had agreed to call, he did not then tell Can- 
ning that there was Hay in the Room; but after he had 
ſpoke to the Coachman to make haſte, he aſked Canning 
what Sort of a Place it was ſhe was confined in? She an- 
ſwered, an odd, or a wild Sort of a Place, that there was 
ſome Hay, and ſomething elſe which ſhe could not remem- 
ber; and that then he rode on. | os 
Mx. BACKLER, an Apothecary in Aldermanbury, depoſed, 
that being ſent for, he went to ſee the Girl on the 3oth of 
January, and found her fo extremely low that he could 
ſcarce hear her ſpeak, with cold 94 — Sweats, com- 
Bowle ſhe was very faint and weak, and of Pains in her 
wels, and of having been coſtive the whole Time of her 


Confinement. Upon which he ordered her a purging Me- 


dicine, but her Stomach was too weak for it, and could 
not bear it. Then he ordered her a Clyſter that Evening, 
and Feb. 3d, another, which had ſome little Effect; he or- 
dered her another on the 5th, which had no Effect; and 
perceiving ſhe was in great Danger, Dr. Eaton was ſent for 
on the 6th, who preſcribed for her for 14 Days, Diureticks, 
and gentle Cathartick Medicines, and in about a Month 
ſhe was tolerably well. When at the Worſt, her Face 
was remarkable, her Colour quite gone, her Arms livid 
and ſpotted. When he heard ſhe was gone to Enfield-waſhz 
when the People were taken up, he thought her not able to 
perform the Journey, and that it was very impoper for her 
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to undertake it, ſhe being very much emaciated and - 
waſted, . | 
| %%% SE | 
HERE in a very large Addition to the Evidence which 
this Gentleman gave at the Trial of Squires; all which, if 
true, proves no more, than that he believed her to be in a 
very bad Condition on her Return Home. 
Dr. EArod depoſed, he ſaw her Feb. 6, in a very bad 
Condition, that ſhe complained of Pain in her Bowels, and 
.could hardly keep any Thing in her Stomach ; ſhe took a 
little Chicken Broth, and ſeemed in great Diſtreſs. - 
Being aſked, if he ſaw any Signs of an Impoſtor upon her, 
anſwered, he did not; but found ſhe was coſtive to a very 
eat Degree, and ſhe appeared in great Danger for 7 or 
8 Days; but on the 4th of March, ſhe was able enough to 
go abroad in the Neighbourhood. Being aſked, if there 
were any Symptoms of her being lately in a Salivation, an- 
| ſwered, Nothing like it, I'll aſſure you, but ſeemed to be almaſi 
arved. | 0 i N. 1 0 
. O his Croſs- examination he could not aver, that her 
being in that low Condition and Loſs of Appetite was oc- 
caſioned by a Fever or other Diſtemper, or whether it was 
from being confined from Victuals. She told him ſhe had 
been kept on Bread and Water, and he believed her; and 
added, it was plain, by the Symptoms he obſerved, ſhe had 
not eat much. He was then aſked, if it was poſlible for a 
Perſon to ſubſiſt twenty eight Days on what ſhe mentioned ? 
He anſwered, No doubt there is a Poſſibility of it. 
_ RoznerT BEALs, the Turnpike-man, at Stamford-hill, - 
- depoſed, that at the — of Jan. as he was ſtandin 
at the Gate at near eleven at Night, he heard a ſobbing an 
crying on the Road, which came from Newington way; at 
laſt he ſaw two Men and a young Perſon ſeemingly by her 
crying; one faid, Come along you Bitch, you are drunk ; the 
x a ſaid, How drunk the Bitch is and made a ſort of a 
Laugh, but ſhe ſeemed unwilling to go. By his Light he 
could ſee them, one got over the Stile, and the other laid 
hold of one of her Legs, or both, and lifted them over, ſo 
that ſhe came down upright; ſhe hung back and fell on 
her Breech on the Step of the Stile, and ſet up a freſh 
Cry bitterly, as though ſhe would go no farther, He went 
near them, expecting ſhe would ſpeak to him; but ae 
"os | * | | : eng 
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- being two Men, and he alone, he did not think it fafe to 
interpoſe; that the one pulled her, and the other joſtled 
'her along, and ſo they took her along towards Enfield, 


Tux Girl muſt be now in the Height of her Fit, for 
ſhe did. not come to herſelf till ſome 3 afterwards; 
how then muſt we account for her ſobbing and crying as 
they lugged her along, and crying bitterly at the Stile, and 
- unwilling to get over it, and ſquatting on the other Side of 
it; which certainly fhewed ſome Signs of her being ſen- 
fible of what they were doing to her; yet ſhe ſwore on 
Squires's Trial, that ſhe was quite unſenſible, and knew 
nothing of all that was done to her from the Time ſhe re- 
ceived the Blow on her Head in Moorfieldi, till within half 
an Hour of her coming to Wellbs Houſe. RF 
- THomas BENNET depoſed he lived near the ten- 
mile Stone, and on January 29, 1753, between four 
and ſwe in the Afternoon, between Mother Hells's and his 
own Houſe, he ſaw a poor miſerable Wretch coming 
along, without Gown, Stays, Cap, Hat or Apron on, ex- 
cept a dirty Thing like half a Handkerchief over her Head, 
and a Piece of ſomething that reached down juſt below her 
Waiſt, with her Hands lying together before her ; ſhe aſked 
him the Way to London. | | 
' David DyER depoſed, - that he lived at End- 
> feeld-waſb ; that about a Quarter of a Mile from Mother 
elli's Houſe towards London, about four o'Clock in the 
Afternoon, three Evenings before Mother Wells and her 
Family were talcen up, a poor diſtreſſed Creature paſſed 
by him, out of the common Field. He nd to her, Sueet- 
heart, do you want a Huſband? But made no An- 
ſwer. She had a Thing tied over her Head like a 
-white Handkerchief, walked with her Hands before her 
very faintly ; ſhe was a ſhortiſh ſort of a Woman, with 
© 2a ſhortiſh Thing about her; he looked at her Face as ſhe 
paſſed by, and takes her to be the ſame Perſon. _. 
On his Croſs-examinatien, he ſaid ſhe had not an un- 
likely Face; ſhe looked whitely, and her Face was not 
black 3 and her Hands looked as other P eople's l. 


| REMAIN EKS. 5 
| 1. Ir may be obſerved, that the two laſt Witneſſes are 
| «not poſitive, that the miſerable Wretch they ſaw - 1 
RT 2 | N 
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Road, was the ſame as the Priſoner at the Bar, but thinks 


he muſt be the ſame from the Deſcription of her Dreſs. 


But who that travels the Road, does not often meet with 


- Tuch poor tattered Objects? 


2. THe laſt Witneſs indeed makes himſelf merry upon 


the Occaſion, For though he ſaw this miſerable Wretch 


with all the Signs of Poverty and Diſtreſs upon her, faint- 


ing and hardly able to walk, yet could not forbear paſſing 
his Joke and RG her Miſery, by aſking her whether 


the did not want a 


Pity and Compaſſion. „ 2 
| l Cops depoſed, that ſhe lived at Eadnon- 


ton, that ſhe met a Perſon in Ducks-fields in a+ poor diſ- 
ſtreſſed Condition, between the ſix and ſeven Mile-ſtones, 
at the ſetting in of Day-light, on January 29, laſt. . She 


had a Handkerchief pinned over her Head, which hid Part 
of her Face ; ſhe had on a black Petticaat and. an ald Bed- 


gown, with her Arms wrapt in it; ſhe perceived ſhe had a 
young Face, and that-ſhe walked creepingly along. Being 
bid to look at Canning, and ſay if ſhe knew her, anſwered, 


that ſhe had never. ſeen her Face ſince that Time, but 


firmly believed it might be her by the Tip of her Noſe, 


which bears ſome Reſemblance to the Perſon.ſhe met. - -. 
| REMARK. „ 


Tus is certainly a moſt extraordinary Evidence, and 
no doubt had great Credit with the Jury. But had ſhe been 


more explicit, and deſcribed the 8 of the Tip 
of Canning's Noſe, which diſtinguiſned it from all other 


People's Noſes, it might have given more Satisfaction, if it 


had been only for the Curioſity of it. 1 Te 
WiLLiam HowaRD depoſed, that he lived at 
Endfield-waſh, right over againſt. Mother Jr's, had a 
ſmall. Fortune of his own, and a little Employment under 
the Government. He ſaid, Edward Aldridge, and a Cou- 
ſin of his of the ſame Name, who is his Neighbour, came 
to him about two or three Days after Squires and Melis 


were taken up, and- brought a printed Caſe of Elizabeth _ 


Canning to recommend a Contribution for her, and ſup- 
poſed he came for that Purpoſe, and did not ſeem then 


to have any Diſſatisfaction. . or ſeven Days 2 | 


| Huſband ; which ſhewed either the : 
Badneſs of his Heart or the Weakneſs of his Head, to 
make Sport with an Object that ſhould excite the utmoſt | 
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he came again, when he aſked him what he thought of it? 

Aldridge anſwered, there was one Thing he was not clear 

in, namely, the Deſcription ſhe gave of the Room ; but 

ſaid, he thought ſhe had been there, and had been very ill 
RD) REMARK. 


 Wrar does this Witneſs prove, more than that Mr. 
Aldridge had changed his Opinion, and-that the more nearly 
he examined into the Nature and Circumſtances of the 
Caſe, the greater Reaſon he had to depart from his firft 
Sentiments. Have not many others done the ſame ? Nay, 
does not this Witneſs allow, that Aldridge himſelf Gorell. 
ed his Diſſatisfaction with her Deſcription of the Room, at 
the very Time he was ſolliciting a Subſcription for it ? 

Mrs. Howard confirmed her Huſband's Teſtimony, ad- 
ding, that ſhe believes ſhe ſaw Mary Squires, her Son and 
two Daughters the Sunday was Se'nnight before they were 
taken up, which was the 21ſt of January, and that they 
were ſtanding at Flls's Door. ' ' © 
WILLIAM HEADLAND depoſed, he was at his Fa- 
ther's at Endfield before January was twelve Months, 
and faw Wells and Squires taken up; that he found a 
Piece of a Window Lead all bloody on the Ground near 
the Window where the Girl got out, as ſhe ſaid, after 
they were taken up, but it is fince loſt; that on Tueſday, 
January 9. he ſaw Mary Squires under Lomas Dean's, at 
the Bell at Endfield, telling a young Man his Fortune; 
that he ſaw her on the 12th at Wells's Houſe, and her 
two Daughters were both with her, one of them was 
buckling up her Pumps. — „ 


BEING croſs- examined, he appeared very ignorant as to 


reckoning of Time, and could not tell which Month 
Chriſtmas was in, but knew it was in the Winter. 
- EL1ZzABETH HEADLAND, the Mother, confirmed herSon's 
Evidence, as to the bringing her a Piece of Lead that was 
bloody, after Squires was taken up, which he ſaid he found 
a little Way from the Window where the Girl ſaid the 
got out, FT We F LE 
r 
— « » | | * 
_ Oxe would think, that the Managers of the Girl's De- 
fence were endued with a ſtrong Faith, to believe, — 


ry * 


12 


ſuch ridiculous Evidence, as here given by the Son and 


Mother, ſhould produce any other Effe& in a Jury than 
Come - | 5 5 


| SAMUEL Srokv depoſed, that he lived at Waltbam- 


Abbey, in Eſſex, on his own Fortune, then (looking at Mary 
Squires) ſaid, he had ſeen her ſeveral Times in JYhite-WWebt's 
Lane, that the laſt Time he ſaw her was on the 23d of 
December, 1752, ſitting within the Door of Mother Ts 
Houſe, and it was a fine froſty Morning ; that he took 
articular Notice of her, and knew ſhe was the ſame Per- 
En he had ſeen in Vhite-MWebbs- Lane, where he uſed to ride 
two or three Times a Week. He remembred this 23d of 


December by its being a fine froſty Morning when he went 


out, and the Weather inclining to Rain at his going home, 
he got a Cold, which was followed by the Rheumatiſm 


and St. Anthony's Fire; and he was not out of his Houſe 


for near two Months afterwards, and is certain both as to 
the old Woman and the Day. _ | Ss 


WiiiAm SMITH of Endficld, depoſed, that on the 


14th of December 1752, Mary Squires (whom he ſaw. in 


Court) lay in his Cow-houſe, and for two Nights after- 
wards ; that there were two Men and two Women with 
her ; and that ſhe had been about the Country for ſome 
Time. Sm | ps 
LAMwOoRTH DANE depoſed, that he lives at End- 
field-waſh, and ſays he is ſure he ſaw Mary Squires laſt old 


Corner toy was Twelvemonth. He was filling a Bar- 


row from a Heap of Gravel at the Door, and as he ſtood 
reſting himſelf, ſhe went paſt him. „„ 
SAMUEL ARNOT depoſed, he lived in pite-Mebb's- 


Lane on Endfield-Chace ; that on Monday Morning the gth 


or 10th of December, 1752, before New Chri/tmas, Mary 
Squires enquired of him about a little Horſe ſhe had loft ;. 
that ſhe told him her Name was Sguires. He ſaw her the 
Sunday following, when a Man, two Women and two 
Children were with her; that the Children ſeemed to be 
four or hve Years old; that he did not ſee her afterwards 
till he ſaw her in Newgate, and believes this to be the ſame 


Tuts Witneſs has iven Squires a Couple, of Gn al 
Children, which is the firſt Time we have heard, from 
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one Side or the other, that ſhe'travelled with any ſuch in 
Gund her 
either alone, or with all or ſome of her own Children. 
SARAH ARNoT, Wife to the laſt Witneſs, depoſed, 
that ſhe ſaw Mary Squires about a Week before new Chri/?- 
mas, which was the firſt Time, but afterwards ſaw her in 
Farmer Smith's Cow-Houſe ; that there were ſeveral more 
with her; that ſhe ſaw her in Newgate after her Trial, and 
believes ſhe is the ſame Perſon. . 355 
SARAH STARR, a Farmer's Wife, depoſed, that ſhe. 
knew Mary Squires, and that ſhe came to her Houſe, 
next Door to Mrs. Fllss, on the 18th or 19th of Fan- 
wary was Twelvemonth, but had never feen her before 
that Time. That ſhe firſt of all offered to mend her China 
and Delft Ware; then ſhe deſired to buy pickled Pork and 
brown Bread; that ſhe gave her ſome Chitterlins that lay 
on the Table to get rid of her; and believed ſhe ſaw her 


in the Whole about three Quarters of an Hour; that ſhe' 


would have told her's and the Servants Fortune, but they 
were afraid of her. She ſaid ſhe had been before 


Dukes and other great Perſons, and ſhe would hurt No- 


body; but that ſhe (Starr) was terribly ſcared, having never 
feen ſuch a Perſon before. : „„ 

DaxIEL V ass, of Endſield, depoſed, that on old Chri/t- 
mas Day, Jan. 5. he ſaw her go by his Door, as he was in 
his own Yard, but Nobody with her (except ſhe had ſome- 
body under her Cloak) i ſaw her afterwards in Newgate, 
and is fure ſhe is the ſame Perſon, though not in the ſame 


Cloaths: For when he firſt ſaw her, ſhe had an old white 


Beaver Hat, a Brick-coloured Gown, and a red Cloak, 


The Reaſon of his remembering the Day was, becauſe his 


' Maſter did not chuſe he ſhould work that Day, becauſe it 


was old Chri/tmas ; that he never ſaw her before or ſince; 
that ſhe did not ſtop at his Houſe above a Minute, and that 
he knew her again in Newgate. om 

Jant DopweL, of Enfield, Chandler Woman, depoſed, 


that the firſt Time ſhe faw her, was December 28. in new 


Chriſtmas Week; that ſhe came to her Shop, and her 
Daughter Mary had been there ſeveral Times before; that 
when ſhe came in, ſhe was in a Back- houſe waſhing her 
Diſhes; that her Reaſon for remembering the Day was, 
ſhe had dreſſed Meat to give away to her Cuſtomers.. 
After ſhe was gone, ſome of her Neighbours came in * 
4. | | 3 


ef MARY SIR ES, and ELiz CANNING. © 45 
aſked who ſhe was? That ſhe never ſaw her afterwards 
till ſhe went to ſee her in Newgate ; ſaid, that Sguires did 
not tell her where ſhe lived, and that ſhe had no Company 
with her at that Time. | | | 9 55 
5 REMARK. 

Tais Witneſs ſays, that when Mary Squires was gone 
out of her Shop, ſeveral of her Neighbours came in and 
aſked who ſhe was. But what Occaſion had they to do 
that, when, according to ſome of the Witneſſes, he had. 
been publickly ſeen there and in that Neighbourhood, al- 
* moſt every Day, for a Fortnight or three Weeks before ? 

Torias KELLEY, of Enfield, depoſed, he knew Mary 

_ Squires, and remembered his ſeeing her ſomething better 
than three Weeks in January, but did not know the Day of 
the Month, nor was he ſure he ever ſaw her before; that 
it was near a Month before ſhe was taken up; that ſhe . 
paſſed by him, and that he never ſaw her before nor after- 

wards ; and after that, he fays, he ſaw her three or four 
Times; that ſhe aſked him for a Pipe of Tobacco, and 
would have told him his Fortune, and did tell one John” 
Roavwley his Fortune, that he had an Enemy, and atked him 
for three Pence, and he gave her but three half Pence; that 
he ſaw Nobody with her at any Time. | Os 


158 

| - REA FRK 5 1 
_ Warar a Piece of incoherent, nonſenſical Stuff is here f 
Surely this Witneſs had a very bad Memory, that he could 
remember his Leſſon no better! Or elſe the Managers of the 

Cauſe gave him very defective Inſtructions. However, he 
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ſerves to make up the Number, which indeed ſeems to be 
the principal End aimed at in bringing the far greateſt Part 
of the Witneſſes that appeared in behalf of the Priſoner ; 1 
but inſtead of making a Figure, ought to be placed on the 1 
left Hand of one. 5 ; | iy 


JohN FRAME, of Enfield, depoſed, that he faw. her there v1 

the 11th or 12th of January, was Twelvemonth ; that he 1 
was in the Gardens, and ſhe ſpoke to him through the - Fi 
Palliſadoes, and he gave her a Halt-penny, and ſhe told him 1 
what was good Fortune. He never ſaw her before, but 
ſeveral Times ſince, and when ſhe was in Newgate, Ar a 
Enfield ſhe was by herſelf, and had a reddiſh Gown on, | 
and a light-coloured Cloak, np wx LOO 

| 3 5 Fosepr. | 
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Joszen GoLD,. of Enfield, Labourer, depoſed, that he. 


knew Mary Squires, and ſaw her on the 8th and gth of 


January about a Quarter of a Mile from Wells's Houſe ; 
and hearing that Mother Wells had Gipſeys in her Houle, 


he took particular Notice of her; that ſhe ſaw her eight or 


nine Days before ſhe was taken up; and before he ſaw her, 
_ Virtue Hall told him there were Gipſeys in Mother Jells's 


Houſe ; he cannot tell what Dreſs ſhe was in, but Nobody 


was with her. 'L 5 5 
Mary Gol p, the laſt Witneſs's Wife, depoſed, that 


me ſaw her on the 11th or 12th of Far. and that ſhe aſked 


if ſhe had any China to mend? And told her ſhe ſnould not 
live long, which very much ſurprized her. After that, ſne 
ſaw her in Newgate, and is the ſame Perſon. She never 


' ſaw her before that Time, and had the ſame Dreſs, a yel- 


low fort of a Gown, as ſhe had on in Newgate, 
HuurHREY HoLpinG, Gardener, depoſed; that he 


1 knew Mary Squires, and that the firſt Time he ſaw het 


was the 18th of January 1753, when ſhe aſked him if the 
Family was at Home ? and had no more Converſation with 

but on the Thurſday following, he ſaw her as he was 
pruning Vines for Dr. Harrington, when ſhe aſked if there 
was any China to mend? He ſaw her go to the Door, and 


heard ſomebody ſay, no, but did not ſee who it was. The 


next Time he ſaw her was in the Cart, going to Juſtice 
Ty/hmaker's, when ſhe had on a darkiſh yellow Gown, and 
a red Cloak. She did not appear to him to be a very ſtrong 
Woman, and he has ſeen her ſince in Newgate, _ 
SARAH Vass, Wife of Daniel Vaſs, of Enfield, depoſed, 

that ſhe ſaw Squires there, and that ſhe offered to tell her 
Fortune, but ſhe refuſed it. She came into her Houſe - 
the Day before ſhe was taken up as ſhe was drinking Tea, 
and aſked for a Pipe of Tobacco, which ſhe gave her, 
and then ſhe aſked for a Diſh of Tea, and ſhe gave her 
two. She then offered to tell her her Fortune, and their 
Converſation laſted about a Quarter of an Hour ; after that, 
ſhe ſaw her in Newgate, and ſhe is the ſame. 

5 N REMARK. | 

Does this Witneſs contradict any Part of the Evidence 


iven againſt Canning, or in Behalf of Squires ? Not in the 
Feat he ſaw her the Day before ſhe was taker 3 


| Which the might very well do, for Squires was then at 


W:l1s's or in the Neighbourhood, 3 


' of Mary Squires, and ELiz. CANNING. | 47 

Mr. GLA DMAN depoſed, that he lived about a Quarter 
of a Mile from Mother Wells's Houſe, but never ſaw Natus 
or his Wife, or Squires's Son or Daughters, only Mother 
Squires ; that ſhe was dreſſed in a black Hat, a little red 


Cloak, and a brick coloured Gown. 


RE MARK. 
Hap this Witneſs ſaid, when he ſaw her there, it would 
have been more to the Purpoſe ee. 5 
ANN JoHNnsoN depoſed, that ſhe had lived at Endfeld 
ſeven and twenty Years, and got her living by Spinning, 
and was poſitive that ſhe ſaw Mary Squires at her Door 
the 18th of January. Her Reaſon for knowing the Time 
was, that ſhe ſpun for ons Mr. Smitheram, and carried 
home her Work the 18th of 3 on the ſaid Day 
Mary Squires aſked for ſome China or Delft-ware to mend, 
and alfo for ſome Victuals, but ſhe gave her none; that ſhe 
| was there alone; that ſhe ſaw her about three Times in 
the Space of ten or eleven Days. She went likewiſe to ſee 
her in Newgate after the Trial, and knew her to be the ſame - 
Perſon ; that when ſhe ſaw her ſhe ſaid ſhe had two Cloaks 
on, and a Gown of a very particular Colour. 9 
TOMAS SMITHERAM was then called for the Proſe. 
cution, and depoſed, that the Work Ann Ve e ſwore _ 
The brought home on the 18th, was not brought till the 23d, = 
which he had ſet down, and produced the Book wherein Ky 
it was entered, and in which he ſet down the going out of mn 
the Wool, and the Day it was brought Home ſpun. This 
needs no Remark. ee wr i Fo | 
GRACE Kirsy depoſed, that alittle after Chriſimas was 
Twelvemonth, Squires came to the Door. She ſaid ſhe | 
remembered it becauſe ſhe had been but a very little Time 1 


in the Houſe. 5 N 
| | | REMAR . 


Tus Evidence carries but ſmall Weight, and ſeems ||} 
added, more for the Sake of Number than Value. | | 
WISE, the Wife of John Baſſet, of Endfield, Mantua-maker, 'Þ 
depoſed, that ſhe knew Mary Squzres. very well, and ſaw her 
he 21ſt or 22d of December, on a Monday, and gave her a | 

enny to tell her Fortune; ſhe gave her alſo a Diſh of | 
Tea, and never ſaw her afterwards ; that ſhe there told — 2 
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the Time ſhe ſaw her, and that Squires ſaid, You might” ſee 


me, but that is not the right Time. 

_ James PRArr, of Chertſon, two Miles from Endfeeld, 
depoſed, that the firſt Time he faw Mary Squires was at Far- 
mer Smith's. Cow-houſe, and ſhe aſked him Leave to go in 
there, which he could not give being only a Servant, and 


having continued there three Days ſhe left it on a Sunday, 


but he could not tell the Day of the Month; that there were 
in the Company Men, Women and Children. Mary 
Squires complained ſhe had loſt a Horſe, and ſaid there was 
a Clog upon him with her Name on it, and ſhe aftewards 


charged him with ſtealing the Horſe. He is ſure ſhe is the 


ſame Woman, for that he ſaw her in Newgate. 
REMARKS. 


1. Ir there really was a Gang of theſe Gipſeys lod ged in . 
this Cow-houſe at the Time mentioned, which is very 
poſſible, they muſt be a Set different from that of Squires 


and her Family, whom we have all along found either 
alone, or with ſome or one of her own Children. | 
2. IT is Pity that this Horſe was not found again, were 
it only to have ſeen Squires's Name upon the Clog. . 
Ly DIA FaRoway, Servant to Mr. Howard of 
Enſield-ꝛwaſb depos d, that ſhe ſaw Mary Squires once or 
twice, but does not take upon her to ſay what Day of the 
Month it was, and that ſhe ſaw her once at her Miſtreſs's 
Gate. | | DT 1 
„ REMARK. | 
TH1s is but a weak Evidence, as was that of her 


Miſtreſs, who belieued ſhe ſaw her the 21ſt of January "2 


however, ſhe ſerves to increaſe the Number... | 
MaRGARET RICHARDSON depoſed, ſhe lived 
there laſt January was Twelve-month, and faw Mary 


Squires at Enfield; and; looking at her, - ſaid, ſhe was 


fure ſhe is the ſame Perſon, for ſhe ſaw her above a Quar- 
ter of an Hour. She likewiſe ſaw her on old Chriſimas 
Day, anda Dog belonging to the Family, which was very 


fierce, would have tore Squires, if her Huſband had not 
come by and prevented it. F 5 


GBORGE CIEMEN TS, Servant, to Mr. Starr, 


| lived near Mrs. Wellis Houſe a Year and a Quarter, and 
remembered to have ſeen Mary Squires. about a Fortnight 
before they were taken up; that ſhs wanted to tell her 


Miſtreſs 


a 


7" 3 2 
neee 


Sy 


Miſtreſs her F ortune, and that her Miſtreſs gave her ſome 


Hog's-pudding, and he ſaw her at Endfield two or three 


Times afterwards. 


Hannan FENCHA N depoſed, that her Huſband- 
was a Gardener, that ſhe ſaw her in January 1753, in a 


Place called Trott's Wall, and that ſhe ſaw her paſſing and 


repaſſing, and afterwards in Newgate, and ſhe is ſure the i 


the very ſame Perſon. „ c 
ELIZABETH SHERR ARD, of Ponder's End, 
day, Friday and Saturday before Chriſtmas ; that Mother 
ls told her ſhe had got a new Lodger, and aſked her to 


come to her Houſe ; but ſhe could not tell whether it was 


new Chriſtmas Day. Upon farther RecolleQion, ſhe ſaid, 
it was on a Honday or Tueſday. Mrs. Wells, ſhe ſaid, was 
very civil to her, and gave her a Chriſtmas- box, which 
was a Penny, 4 ts 
nn 8 | 
WHAT Abſurdities are here! Was ever ſuch Evidence 
offered to a Court before? Had Canning's Managers ſo lit- 
tle. Senſe as to believe, that ſuch Stuff would paſs with a 
Jury? If they did not believe it, (as one would 4 


think it poſſible they ſhould) what End could they propoſe 


at ſat upon her Trial? 


75 offering it, unleſs they deſigned it as an Affront to the 
Lagiſtrates and Judges ch 


for ſome Years, and having ſeen her Name in the News 
Papers, before the Trial of Mary Squires, he went to fee 


ber in Bridewell ; when, after ſome Converſation he aid _ 
to her, How could you keep the Girl a Fortnight ? ſhe an- 


ſwered, ſhe was there eight and twenty Days; and when 
he aſked in what Room, ſhe ſaid, you inow the Room wel! 
enough. Richard Jones went along with Ward, and heard 
this Converſation. „ . 


* 


NATHANIEL CR AM HORN depoſed, that he lived at 


Waltham Croſs ſeven Years ago, and knew Fudith Natus ; 
that upon the 21ſt of April laſt ſhe came to his Houſe, a 


he aſked her, if ſhe knew Canning was at Mother FF lls's, 
how ſhe could go againſt her? She anſwered, Tadeed, Mr. 
Cramphorn, I cannot ſay but ſhe really was there when 1e 
Were err. 55 . 
EIIZABETH Cranpronn depoſed, that Fudith Nat: 


f Maxy Squares, a ELIz. Cannino. 49 


depoſed, that ſhe ſaw Mary Squires on Wedneſday, Thurſ- 


JohN WARD depoſed, that he had known Wells 
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came to their Houſe upon the 21ſt of April laſt, and upon 
Mr. Cramphorn s aſking her the Queſtion, the ſaid, Indeed 


ſhe was there when I ledged there. 


WILLIAM Jackxsov depoſed, that he laid 2 Wa ger of 
a Shilling that he was not at Mother 7115's all the Time; ; 


upon which a Perſon made Aniwer, he Was out one 2 
and Fortune owned i it to be Fact. ; 


REMARK. 


THr1s Witneſs proves no more than what Natus himſelf 
acknowledged on his Examination, 
DANIEL STEVENS depoſed, that he 3 Wells, and 
that he ſaw Squires in New Priſon 3 ; that ſhe then owned 
ſhe had been at Mother Wells Houſe, but that ſhe never 
cut off the Girl's Stays or robbed her. He likewiſe depoſed 


that ſhe ſaid Canning was at Mother Wells's about : a F ort 


night, and that ſhe was there likewiſe, 


REMARK. 


Wo e ever deny'd, that Squires was at Mother I/ellss 
— Houſe? And is it not natural to ſuppoſe that even Self- 


preſervation would teack her to deny the Felony, in caſe 
ſhe had been really guilty of it? As to the latter Part of the 
Evidence, it hangs fo badly together, and fo ill agrees with 
the firſt, that one knows not what to make of it. 

JohN HAN Es depoſed, that he lived at Ware, 


| a had known Fortune Natus ſix or ſeven Years; and in 
general ſaid he had a bad Character, and is not to be be- 


lieved upon his Oath. 
DAVID CHAN A N de ofed, that he had bved 

twenty Years at Ware; that K 

had both very bad Characters, and he did not think that ei- 

ther of them ought to be believed upon Oath. | 
 THomas GREEN depoſed, that he had lived thirt 

Years at Ware, and he believes Fortune Natus and his Wite 

would "uy any Thing for Gain. 


REMARK: 


THE 8 of Natus and his Wife being ſtrong in 


Point, muſt neceſſarily, if credited by the Jury, overthrow 


the whole Scheme of Canning, as they ſwore they lay in 
the Room where ſhe pretended to be confined, during tlie 


whole Month of 4 * — before; her M 8 
| | | there ore 


ortune Natus and his Wife 
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therefore rightly judged it of the utmoſt Moment to inyalidate 
their Teſtimony, by convincing the Jury, from the Badneſs 
of the Characters of theſe Witneſſes, that they deſerved 
no Credit even upon their Oaths. But if Natus and his 
Wife are ſuch, profligate Wretches, that neither their Words 
nor their Oaths ought to be credited, how came theſe very 


cCünning Managers to put a Saying, pretended to be dropt 


by Judith Natus in Converſation, into the Mouths of two 


of their Wirneſles, tending to perſuade a Belief of Canning's 


Confinement in that Room? If no Regard is to be paid to 
the Evidence when given againſt Canning, why mult ſhe 


be believed when brought to ſpeak for her? If her Chara- . 
er was of any Weight in either Caſe, ſurely it was in 


both alike, and as much Streſs ought to be laid upon it in 
the one as in the ther... Mg 

WILLIAM MreTCALF, of Enfield, Glaſer, Painter, 
and Plumber, depoſed that he carried }h:fer's Sign home, 


on the 8th of January Old Stile, when /#hiffen told him 


he had beſpoke ſome Sign Irons of a Blackſmith; that he 


ſaw him about ten Days or a Fortnight after and they were 


not made; that he then directed him to Mother Wellis 
for the Irons which formerly belonged to the Sign; and he 
produced his Book to what he had done to the Sign. 


R E MA R R. | 

I don't ſee how this Evidence claſhes with, or any way 
contradias that given by Mhiſſen and his Son; fo far from 
it, that, in my Apprehenſion, it ſtrengthens and corroborates 


every Part of it. J/hiffþen ſwears he bought the Sign that 


was in Mother Woll''s Hayloft, and Metcalf declares upon 
Oath that he carried it home on the 8th of January, when 
Whiffen told him he had beſpoke ſome Sign Irons of a 
Blackſmith, which not being made, about ten Days after 
he directed _— to thoſe in 7/2lss Hayloft, and Hhif- 
fen's Son brings them away, which he bought of her. Jan. 
18. Nothing can be more conſiſtent than the Evidence of 


WWhiffen and - Metcalf, and inſtead of yielding any. Help 


do a lame Cauſe, weakens the Support on which it had 


long leaned. e at 

MR. MARSHALL depoſed, that he had known Eliza- 
beth Canning ever ſince ſhe could go alone, having lived fo 
long in the Neighbourhood, and faid ſhe always bore a 
food Character, 4 1 8 
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Tax Council for the Proſecution perceiving they were 
Voeing to call Witneſſes to eſtabliſh the Girl's Character, 


which would unneceſſarily take up much of the Court's Time, 
4cquainted the fury from the Proſecutor, that he had no- 


| ing againſt her excluſive of the Fact for which ſhe was 
ed. 1 2 5 | | 


" ABOUT Seven o' Cloek in the Evening the Examinati- 
en of the Witneſſes was finiſhed; when Mr. Davy, of 


Council for the Profecution, ſpoke in Reply, for upwards of 


two Hours, with great Eloquence and Force of Reaſon, 
diretine himſelf rather to the Judgment than the Paſſions 
of the Jury; which as we can't pretend to give at large, 

7e hope a Specimen of it will afford the Reader ſome Satis- 


faction. ä 


e Paw Perſons, ſaid ze, endeavour to ſeek after Truth 


©" beyond the Belicf they arè already poſſeſſed of. Men 


< who can blindly engage themſelves in any particular O- 
< pinion, will as ſtubbornly maintain it. Paſfion uſurps 


© the Place ef Judgment, and Reflection is drowned in 


Prejudice. Pride will not ſuffer ſome to acknowledge 
© themſelves capable of being miſtaken, while Indolence in- 
© [duces others to repoſe an implicit Confidence in Reports, 


without enquiring whether they have any rational Foun- 


< dation ; they acquieſce, and propagate the Tales merely 
© on the Reputation of the Relator. Errors thus rivetted 
on weak Minds, reſiſt Demonſtration as well as Argu- 
ment; ſtedfaſtly refolved againſt Conviction, they not 
© only reject the Means that are offered for that Purpoſe, 
dat are even angry at the Attempt, as a Reproach upon 
their Underſtanding, and if in Oppoſition to Truth, In- 


© tereſt ſhould be thrown into the Scale with Falſhood, no 


wonder if the latter animates them to become the Tools 
© of Reſentment, or Inſtruments of Abuſe, in any Affair 


that can be made to ſquare with their Sentiments and In- 


<elinations': But be it remembered, that Infallibility is 
mot the Attribute of Human Nature; the Beſt and Wi- 


< feft may err, and have been deceived; nay, the Former, 


© from the native Goodneſs of their Heart, are moſt liable 
© to Impoſition. Strangers to Fraud, with Difficulty en- 
* tertain a Fealouſy'of it in others; and a well painted 
Scene of diſtreſſed Innocence, never fails of having its. 


proper Weight with a compaſſionate Diſpoſition. . 


© yerthelcſs it is well known, that the worthieſt Cauſe oy 
G- 5 5 5 „ » o 


1 at he 


© than furniſh Means for Conviction.“ po 


© are not intended to impeach either the Credit or 


. 5 * 
* 


f Mary Sqyikks, and ELIZ. Canine. 44 5 | 
b be more injured than aſſiſted by an indiſcreet Zeal, and 
© that intemperate Heats, rather give Room for Suſpiciong 


c TRHESE Reflections, tho' equally applicable to both, 


Conducł 
of any one particular Party. „ ror 
MR. RECORDER then ſumm'd up the Evidence on 


4 


both Sides, which tho long, perplexed, and often contra; 
dictory, he deliver'd with great Ju t and Perſpicuity, 


which took him up more than two Hours. 
. THEN. the Jury retired to conſider on their Verdict, 
and after about twa Hours Conſultation, they came into 
Court, and by their Foreman. declared the Prifoner guzlty 


2 7 > : A 
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of Perjury, but not wi/ful and corrupt. Upon which the 


ecorder told them, that he could not accept their Vexdict, 
decauſe it was purtial, and they muſt either find her guilty 


of the whole Indictment, or acquither. Upon which they 
went out a Second Time, and on their Return, brought her 


in guilty of the Indictment ; but recommended her to Mer- 
ey. The Verdict being given, the Court order'd her into 
the Cuſtody of the Keeper of Newgate, _ | 
I T may. be Matter of Wonder to ſome People, what 


the Jury could ſtumble at, that ſhould keep them fo long 


in Suſpence before they return'd their Verdi. But their 


| Wonder will.ceaſe when they are told, (as any of that Ju- 


xy will inform them) that they had two weak Brethren a- 
mong them, who were. ſo ignorant and obſtinate, that 


they would not be convine'd by Reaſon or Argument, tho”. 
they had nothing to offer in- Contradiction, but their own- 
Belief and Perſuaſion. At laſt the other Ten, in Conde- 


ſeenſion to their Weaknefs, agreed to bring in that partial 
Verdict they did at the firſt. But this being refus d by the 


their Fellows in any other Verdict, unleſs they would agree 
to recommend the Convict to Mercy. This likewiſe, to 
humour them, they ſubmitted to. Yet even this, theſe two 
ſcrupulous Gentlemen repented of afterwards, and recanted 
in open Court. | ERR. OG 


Court, theſe two Men perſiſted in cnging concur with 


AFTER the Verdict was brought in, the Council for the 


Defendant moved in Arreſt of Judgment, and the Court 


appointed a Hearing thereupon .the firſt Day of the next 


Seffions in the Old Bailey, which would begin the 3oth of 
May; to which Time alſo the Court deferr'd paſſing Sen- 
7 tencg. 


. 1 
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54 A Narrative of the Proceedings en\the TRIAUS. 
fence, that in the mean while the Judges might have Leiſurè 
to conſult and adviſe with one another on the Judgment to 
de pronounced, and the Puniſhment proper to be inflictec 
I ee IE „5 
*. SESSIONS being come, the firſt Buſineſs the Court went 
upon was the Affair of Canning, who being called to the 
Bar to receive Sentence, purſuant to an Adjournment from 
the 13th of May, her Council argued ſtrenuouſly for an Ar- 
eſt of Judgment, or a New Trial, and were as learnedly 
anſwered by the Council for the Proſecution. When they 
Jad ended their Pleadings, the Court proceeded to Judg- 
ment. | a | | 3 5 | 
+ Txx Court on this Occaſion were divided in their Opi- 
nions; ſome declared that no Puniſhment leſs than Tranf- 
portation was adequate to the Heinouſneſs of the Crime; 
others thought this would exceed the Bounds of Juſtice, and 
border too much upon Cruelty, and therefore would have 
it mitigated la Impriſonment tor Six Months: But a Majority 
appearing in Favour of the firſt Opinion, Sentence was ac- 
cordingly pronounced, that Elizabeth Canning ſhould be 
zmpriſoned for one Month, and at the Expiration thereof, be 
trasiſportad to ſome of his Majeſty's Plantations for' ſeven 
How differently. the Court ſtood affected towards the 
Convict, will appear from the following Liſt and Diviſion, ' 
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* For TRANSPORTATION, Fer MiT1G.ATION, 


645 oo ers ALDERMEN, 
Lord Chief Fuſtice Milles. Sir Jobs Barnard, 

Mr. Fuftice Clive. Alderman Bern, 

Mr. Fuſficę Lenniſon. o 
Mr, Baron Lig... —— Ladbroke, 
Mr. Baron Sb... ——— Ah. 

_ *The Lord May or. —— Alexangs, 

_ The Recorder —— Cockayne, 
Alderman Janſen, 0 
Alderman Dickin/an, | 8 
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o a Full and Particular e 
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of a moſt wohderful ab ſurfing: Diſcovery and 
© Confeſſion, made on Sunday laſt by Mary Squires 
the ae to a rererend ee in 8 


NN DER are the Inff Inſtances by „ which 
Providence has in all Ages . Ny to bring 
to Light the moſt. pot Scenes of . 48 
has Fake fully illuſtrated by the inge 2 aud 

learned Author of that excellent Book entitled, 

Gods * againſt Murder, and which,” at the Expeiice | 

| of much Study and Labour, has lately beth reviſed and re- 

Publiſbed by 'a worthy Magiſtrate, 20 the no ſmail Edification | 

of his Majeſiy's Subjects, and the Terror of Evi] Doers.— 
ut of all the miraculous Interpoſitions of Providence in bring- 

«+ Guilt to Light, none ever equaled what is contained in 

following aden Relation. In theſe Days of Atheiſm 
and Infidelity there may be ſome who arrogantly preſuming on 
the Power of human Wiſdom and Intelligen e will be apt to 
doubt the Credibility of our Narrative ; 7 ut faeh profane Per- 
ns would do well to conſider how little Di penaance is to be 
bad on mere human Knowledge and'Wiſdan, when the very 

þ little Wo 9” 


Iaſtauce we are about to relate proves hot 
inthe Diſcovery of Truth. ——— Has the Sole 

| Court of Juſtice, or the Penetny nd Jury i 
dove eee, Ta, Has this ts 


two. >. Si © Pen! oy i . 1265 Public th leaſt Saris- that 
fables, 1 — And what ts. Pill more, Has not eden a fa fu 

M— — 7 ey Purſttt, aud the Micro- Ito t 
| . of the 2 been found i ie efettual for _ Diſcovery ! — Inte 
What then but . Miracle 15 en at: 0 it 9 2 beir 
The Reader will perceive that 6: vo Affair here oy ti at, is Thr 
concerning the much talk'd of Mes. Mary Squires and Miſs ratic 
Betty Canning, an Affair which it muſi be allow'd has met (Gif) 
with an Attention equal to its Impori auce, ſince ſcarcely a that 


Breath of Politics has been known to evaporate in a Coffee ae) 


andthe more important Afſairs of our theatrical States paſs'd 


Houſe, or Scandal at a Tea-Table, ſince it firſt happened; nay Sac 
ſo totally has it abſorb d all other Con federations, that ves tura 
he Di putes of contending, Monarchs 225 been unattended to, Jul 


oul: 
ever 
end 
able 
rate 
| ] _ pÞcru 

A Reverend Pease * he Chaos of * who conſtant - put 
ly viſits the Cells in Newgate after every Seſſions, in order uhν 
to transform proteſtant Sinners into romiſh Saints, and ſecure P lac 
them (however unlucky they may have been in this World) whic 
by a Noli Proſequz in the next; this reverend Gentleman, I PU bl 
ſay, during the Exerciſe of his ghoſtly Function in this Place, W 
became acquainted with Mrs. Squires, and by offering to re- ackn 
giſter her Soul in the Catholic Inſurance Office had well nighfore 
perverted her from her "Norwood Orthodoxy; ; and in order tc 
.compleat which he frequently viſited her in her Room: But 272 
on Sunday laſt, the 20th Inſtant, between the Hours of ſeven Bic 
and eight o'Cloc in the Evening, as he was entering heſſthing 
Apartment he was aſtoniſn'd to bchold ſomething vaniſh up uf IS 6 
the Chimney in the Shape of a Flame of Fire, leaving behind 


unnoticed by the Regulators of George's and the Bedford, — 
ur not to deta in the Reader any longer, we ſhall now relate 


in the moſt faithful manner what Nr on er miracu- 
tous Occaſion. 5 5 


4s E 
— % « 4 8 : — * 
* 


it a bluiſh Smoke of a moſt ſulphureous Odour ; he at firſt ſtooc bd ] 
. aſtounded, but iecovering and {prinkling himſelf with ſomqPiſcc 
holy Water, he addreſs himſelf to Mrs. Squires, telling her, it ſt we 
was no wonder ſhe was too cunning for the Powers of zhif 
World who hel ſuch Intimacy with thoſe of nber, Bree © 

that 


[3 F 


tis that the diabolical Company he perceived ſhe kept, was now 
1 a la full Satisfaction to him of her being guilty of hs Crime laid 
cro- Ito her Charge; and then threatened to diſcover her infernal - 
1 — |otercourſe if ſhe did not make a full Confeſſion. At length, 
being overcome by this pious Divine's Exhortations and 
, is Threats, ſhe at laſt made the following moſt ſurpriſing Decla=- 
Miſs ration — That tho' ſhe had hitherto paſs'd only for a 


met (Gipſey and Fortune-teller, ſhe was in reality a WITCH, and 


iy a that the Apparition which he had ſeen vaniſh up the Chim- | 
ge. Iney was a young Incubus to which ſhe had juſt been giving 
nay, Suck; and, to evince the Truth of this, produc'd the unna- 
even Itural Teat from which he had juſt eſcaped. — On farther Ex- 
4 to, amination ſhe confeſs'd, that by the Power of Witchcraft ſhe 
4% d ould be preſent at 7wo different Parts of the Kingdom (how- 
ever diſtant) at the ſame inſtant of Time, and this ſhe appre- 
zlate (acnded was what had miſled the Public, and puzzled the . 
aci- able Caſuiſts who ſhe was informed had publiſhed ſome elabo- 
Tate Pieces on this Occaſion. The holy Father expreſſed ſome - 
Pcruples of Faith at this extraordinary Power ſhe 5 

dant- but they were at once removed by her obſerving, — That 
order [Why ſhould it ſeem more incredible that ſhe ſhould be at two 
cure Places af once; than that ſhe ſhould be xo where at all; 
orld) which muſt be the Caſe if what both thoſe able Caſuiſts have 5 
an, Iſpubliſhed was true. FE 
place, When the reverend Gentleman would nos preſſed: her to 
0 re- acknowledge the Innocence of Canning, he could get nothing 
nighÞore from her than,“ That ſhe did not know but the Girl 
Ir tol might be brought to Mother Wells's on their uſual Car- 

- Butf© riage, a BaoomsT1cx, and convey'd back on the ſame Je- 
ſevenl Hicle; but would by no means be Prevailed on to own any 
g he thing that paſs'd in the intermediate time. However, as 
ih upÞ* is expected that an able Magiſtrate will have the Re-exa- 
d ehindnination of her before a Number of the pxiNciear NoBiLITY 
ſtoodand PERSONS OF DrsrtiNcT1ON, it is not doubted but farther 
ſom Diſcoveries will be made, Which will 20 Jeſs ſurprize the 
her, i Reader than what is here related, and will furniſh Matter for 
x thi Novel, full as entertaining as Ama itſelf, 
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